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Year 8 Camp
The 2016 Year 8 Camp enabled students to build relationships and develop team work skills that will become very important tools that they
can use to enhance their future learning and the supportive culture of
PGHS. The smiles and laughs that were evident from the students as
they completed 3 hours of bogey boarding and surf lifesaving made for
a brilliant opening day away!

Newsletter
Calendar
Principal’s Message …
May 2nd
Term 2 Commences

One of the highlights of the camp is the Sammy D Foundation (SDF)
Impact presentation that is delivered by Foundation CEO Neil Davis. Following on from this presentation, the SDF youth workers delivered team building challenges and scenarios that reaffirmed the
following messages to our students:
 building friendships is a vitally important skill,
 showing mutual respect to our mates builds trust,
 making positive choices in life can avoid negative effects not just our immediate friends and
family but the wider community around us.
Thank you also to the Year 11 peer mentors who also attended camp as they role-modelled respectful relationships, supported camp task and assisted to run activities where needed.

May 5th
Parent/Teacher Interviews
1:30pm to 6:30pm
Students dismissed at 12:45pm
May 10th, 11th & 12th
Year 9 NAPLAN Tests
June 2nd
Year 8 Immunisations

I would also like to acknowledge Stella Reid (Year 8 YLC) for her dedication staying 5 days to support
me and to the 20 staff who generously sacrificed their own personal time across the course of the
week to add tremendous value and team ethos to what was, and always is, a memorable week
away!

June 10th
Student Free Day
June 13th
Queen’s Birthday - Public Holiday
June 14th & 15th
Year 8, 9 & 10 Exams
June 15th, 16th & 17th
Year 12 IL/PE Aquatics
June 20th to 24th
Year 11 Exams
June 29th
Performing Arts Night - Shedley Theatre

Interested in hosting a Japanese student in July, or
sending your child to Japan on our school trip next
year?? Come to our Japan Exchange Info Night on
Thursday 19th May (Week 3) at 4:30pm in the
Resource Centre.
Please RSVP to Rayna Pryce by Thursday 12th May
(Week 2) on 8258 9855

BICYCLE / SCOOTER HELMETS
When riding, you must wear an approved bicycle helmet that is properly adjusted and securely fastened. An approved bicycle helmet must comply with Australian Standard AS/NZ2063 which will appear on the helmet, and shops must not
sell or offer bicycle helmets for sale unless they meet this standard. This also
applies to any passenger that you may have on your bicycle.
Scooter riders are required by law to wear an approved bicycle helmet.
Pedestrians have right of way, so keep left and give way.
From 25 October 2015 cyclists of all ages are allowed to ride on footpaths.

July 1st
Student Free Day
Year 12 Formal
July 4th to 8th
NAIDOC Week
Assembly July 6th in Lesson 1
July 8th
Last Day of Term 2
Dismissal at 2:05pm
Reports will be posted home
July 25th
Term 3 Commences
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Recently
I
had
the
opportunity to visit the year
8 camp at Victor Harbor.
Our staff, under the
leadership of Mike George,
offered a fantastic program
and provided the students
with a challenging but
enjoyable range of learning experiences. It was
great to hear of the positive approach of the
students. About one third of our staff were
involved with the camp and we thank them very
much for their efforts.
In my first 11 weeks as Principal I have been
impressed by the way the students have applied
themselves to their studies. And it’s most
important that they do. Students need to take
every opportunity to develop skills and
knowledge that will give them the edge in postsecondary learning and entering the job market.
As you read your student’s reports, ask your
student if their achievements and attitude to
learning will help them achieve their long term
goals. Work with them to establish some goals for
term 2: why not write these down and discuss
them in 12 weeks’ time? Please come in for an
interview with our teachers (one opportunity is
on interview night on May 5th ),to discuss your
student’s learning in more detail. As an adult
family member, these are small, but important
ways that you can assist in your child’s education.
Over the last 5 weeks we have started to prepare
for our Council of International Schools (CIS) re
accreditation, which will be in 2017. We have
been discussing what improvement focused work
we need to undertake and the staff teams that
will lead the work. We will write a plan and
present it to families at Governing Council. If you
have thoughts about aspects of the school on
which we should focus in the next 12 months,
why not contact our Governing Council Chair,
parent Julie Stuckey with your ideas?

Our Multicultural committee met recently and
are considering the question of how we can
better connect with our multicultural community.
More than one third of our students were born
overseas and can speak languages other than
English. Their knowledge and the knowledge of
their families, is a tremendous asset to teaching
at our school. We want to build on the work of
the committee in organising international student
visits and cultural ceremonies, to help us deliver
those parts of the Australian Curriculum focussing
on learning about other cultures and the
opportunities for our students in the economic
growth of the Asia region.
I would like to thank staff for their hard work this
term. It has been a difficult term with two staff
members separately losing adult children in
sudden and tragic circumstances. Our
condolences go to these two staff members and
their families. Through this time, our staff
members have rallied to ensure that student
learning programs were and are maintained.
Just as the students are learning hard, our staff
too have continued their own learning in term 1,
with staff undertaking short courses, diplomas
and post graduate degrees. Their commitment to
ensure students are successful is highly
commendable. I see staff providing extra
coaching, encouraging students to draft and re
draft their work and running a wide range of
extra dance, fitness and student leadership
programs.
You can be justifiably proud of Parafield Gardens
High School. Students receive a good education
here. Best wishes for a safe holiday and I look
forward to working with you next term. As
always, if you have any feedback, I am happy to
take phone calls or meet with you personally.
Best wishes.
Martin Lippett
Principal

Library News - Monty Pryor Visit

Senior School

On Thursday 10th March, Australian Poet Laureate Boori Monty Pryor shared his love of writing and storytelling
with our year 8 students. Author Boori is a master storyteller. He is an enthusiastic ambassador for reading and
learning and shares his rich indigenous culture and talent for communicating with students across the country as
well as overseas. He recently represented Australia at the New Delhi Bookaroo Childrens Literature Festival as one of many accomplished writers and storytellers invited
to attend.
His latest book Shake A Leg won the 2011 Prime Minister’s Literacy Award and our
library is now the proud owner of a personally signed copy by Boori. He currently has
two books in the pipeline as well as a short feature film. The film will soon be made
available to our library.
Monty’s books are available for borrowing and we look forward to adding his new ones to our collection.
Thankyou Boori Monty Pryor for your “Amazing” presentation and thanks go to all of our year 8 students for their
wonderful behaviour during the performance.

Year 12 PE - Sport Science GPS Technology Workshop
On Tuesday 8th March, the Year 12 PE students were introduced to GPS technology
and the VX Sport devices at the UniSA
Mawson Lakes campus. They participated
in workshops that demonstrated the VX
Sport units, their use and develop their
knowledge and understanding of sport science related concepts in an applied manner.
After participating in a hands-on GPS activity, student were shown how to:
 Collect performance data using VX
units
 Learn how to read and analyse GPS
tracking reports
 Manually graph the data and make
comparisons
 Identify performance statistics and
training improvements

The final component of the session is identifying career pathways to Health Science at
the University of South Australia.

As a result, students are now completing a
SACE Stage 2 folio task based on analysing
their own data and how it signifies aspects
of their physical performance in a game of
soccer.

Harmony Day at Settlers Farm Campus
On Monday 21st March, Year 9, 10 and 11
students from PGHS performed dances and
showcased cultural dress at the Settlers
Farm Campus Harmony Day R-7 assembly.
Our students paraded their cultural dress
with their national anthem being played in
the background as Sothea explained the
cultural significance for their outfits. The
Settlers students were very impressed with
the smiles and genuine pride our students
showed as the modeled their dresses.
The dancers danced a Dream It hip hop
routine focusing on teamwork and self expression that has been learnt in the first 8
weeks of this term – a fantastic result in
such a short space of time. A group of African girls also performed a hip hop dance
they choreographed themselves and this
was a fantastic finale to the assembly.
By either by presenting cultural dress and/
or dancing, our students were warmly re-

ceived, were very popular at recess time,
received a morning tea in the staffroom at
Settlers and respectfully promoted the diversity of cultures that is a major strength
of our school.
I would sincerely like to congratulate and
thank Jenna English (Dance Teacher),
Rayna Pryce (International Studies Leader),
Sothea Lam (Multicultural Youth Worker)
and the staff of Settlers
Farm Campus for their
preparation,
guidance
and support of our students who did such a
wonderful job representing our school at this
event.
Mike George
Head of
Middle School

The day was a great success and the students’ efforts and focus on their learning
was impressive, especially given it was 36
degrees. Thanks to the UniSA staff, Katie
and Nick, for their expertise and enthusiasm.
Mike George
Year 12 PE teacher

The importance of grit and a growth mindset
Students often ask me what the most important qualities for success in Senior School are, particularly in Year 12. I’m often asked
questions regarding how to accomplish the best grades, especially if
the student asking is requiring high grades for university entry via
an ATAR or TAFE through the TAS. Students tend to confuse their
understanding of what they think is their own capacity for high
achievement or intelligence, based on their previous academic record and grades, with the effort required to get them there.
If we were to hypothetically consider the factors that affect students outside of the classroom as being equal, how students understand high achievement (as a goal) is critical to their success. A belief that high achievement is only linked to intelligence and “either
you’ve got it or you don’t” can be devastating to students at all
points of the achievement scale.
Students used to achieving high grades through Primary and Middle
school can struggle in the Senior School if they believe that “I’m
smart enough so I don’t need to put any extra effort, my intelligence will see me through”. For them, high grades are often seen as
a reflection of what they think they are (intelligent) and not of what
they’ve worked and struggled to achieve. Furthermore, students
who traditionally don’t achieve higher grades prior to reaching the
Senior School, often have the same belief; “I rarely achieve high
grades, so why bother?” Both of these are a dangerous barrier to
high achievement. They are a symptom of a fixed mindset; a misleading belief that intelligence is somehow fixed and there’s nothing
much anyone can do about this.
In my time overseeing the Senior School I’ve noticed that students
can surprise themselves (and their families) when they place importance not on what they (and others) think is their intelligence
but on sheer hard work and grit. These are often the students who
overtake others with a fixed mindset and though perseverance and
determination achieve the highest results at the year’s end. These
students are the unsung heroes of education; they often work
against the odds (their own and others’ previous fixed understanding of their intelligence) and rise to greet new learning and skills
with a ‘can-do’ attitude. They often fall flat on their faces…but then
stand up again and again towards their goal. This leads to understanding and finally to mastery. Their growth mindset leads directly
to higher achievement.
The conversations that the Senior Team has been having with students and families since the middle of this term about how to best
support them to achieve ultimately lead a discussion on grit. As students develop resilience (grit) over time, the ability to stick it out
when the learning gets tough will reap rewards in the long term.
There will be times throughout the year when the work will seem
difficult and tough; it’s meant to be so. Learning can sometimes be
hard but will always reap positive rewards once understood which
will lead to more (and more) positive learning
moments…and better grades. Higher achievement or an upward trend towards better
learning and understanding can be achieved
by all students, regardless of prior academic
success when the whole learning community school, families, students and teachers support each other towards that aim.
Nick Zissopoulos
Deputy Principal

Japanese Exchange Visit
This term Parafield Gardens High School played host to 27 students
and their accompanying teachers from Hitorizawa High School in
Yokohama, Japan. This was extremely exciting for our students, especially those of us studying Japanese, as it was a chance to meet
and socialise with their Japanese peers. They joined us in lessons
and took part in our Year 9 Humanities excursion to the ANZAC Day
experience at Wayville Showgrounds. A highlight was welcoming them to our Sports Day – what
a fun opportunity for us and for
them, and what a culture shock it
must have been!! Japanese Sports
Day is such a different experience,
so they certainly had a great time.
Our ‘Buddy Students’ did
such a fantastic job of taking
care of our guests, facilitating
various aspects of their stay
and, most importantly, conversing with them and building relationships over the
short time they were here.
For our Buddies, this was a very positive experience. Many of the
benefits are intangible, but a social opportunity like this contributes
to students’ intercultural and global awareness. Communicating
about cultural differences across cultural and linguistic barriers is
challenging, but immensely rewarding.
We would like to heartily thank those
families who hosted this year, as without your support we would not be able
to provide opportunities like this to
our students. It is a very special experience, and can often lead to long-term
contact with the exchange student and family. Aside from the positive feedback, the fact that our students organised a social outing
(with the support of host parents – thank you!) and also turned up
to school on Saturday just to say goodbye says VOLUMES about the
friendships they made. There were
smiles and tears, and I know a number
of our students have been in contact
with their Japanese friends since they
left, by email and social media.
A much smaller group of ten Japanese
students will be visiting our school early term 3, albeit from a different school. If you would like to host a
student, please call the school ASAP on 08 8258 9855 and I will be in
touch to discuss what is involved. We will also be holding an Info
Night on Thursday 19th May (Week 3, Term 2). Please RSVP to
Rayna Pryce by Thursday 12th May.
Furthermore, we plan to conduct another
Study Tour of our own to Japan next year. If
your child is interested, please come along
to our Info Night. I will go over the costs
and processes so we can start fundraising
and organising as early as possible.
A huge thank you to all the parents and
staff who supported the exchange, and
helped make it possible!!
Rayna Pryce
International Student Programs Manager

Kevin Gruhl Shield

Howard Mutton State Results

Harmony Week

For a second year in a row, Parafield Gardens High School was recently awarded the
Kevin Gruhl Shield for the North East Vista Sport Zone for our outstanding overall
performance and participation in Vista Sport in 2015. Parafield Gardens High School
achieved the highest number of points for all schools in the North East Vista Sport
in 2015. Another fantastic year we’ve had in sport!

With such a fantastic year in sporting achievement
in 2015, Parafield Gardens High School placed 4th
overall in the Howard Mutton State Results.

As usual our Harmony Week celebrations this year were vibrant and festive. Our
goal is to foster intercultural understanding among the school and wider community.

SCHOOLS

TERM 1

TERM 2

TERM 3

TERM 4

TOTAL

BANKSIA PARK

11

12

22

12

57

CEDAR COLLEGE

1

3

4

-

8

CHARLES CAMPBELL

2

9

1

-

12

ENDEAVOUR COLLEGE

2

7

9

6

24

GOLDEN GROVE

5

40

12

2

59 3rd Place

MODBURY

7

17

14

9

47

NORWOOD/MORIALTA

2

-

-

-

2

PARA HILLS

3

3

10

4

20

PARAFIELD GARDENS

16

21

23

27

87 1st Place

PRESCOTT COLLEGE

-

-

3

-

3

ROMA MITCHELL

6

30

32

5

73 2nd Place

THE HEIGHTS

9

9

3

10

31

TORRENS VALLEY

3

4

9

6

22

VALLEY VIEW

-

2

3

1

6

WINDSOR GARDENS

5

10

9

4

28

PEDARE

-

-

-

7

7

Marg Smith Shield

Term 1 Vista Sport Carnivals

Parafield Gardens High School was also
awarded the Marg Smith Shield for the
North East Vista Zone. The Shield is
awarded to the best performing school,
taking into consideration the improvements made over the last few years
and the current year’s achievement
based on school population.

PGHS are Senior Boys
Ultimate Frisbee Champions!!
A big congratulations to Aaron, Connor,
Daniel, Billy, Daniel, Saxon, Liam and Turab on winning the Senior Boys Ultimate
Frisbee Carnival, held at the Heights
School on Tuesday 1st of March (Week 5).

Banksia Park
Charles Campbell
Golden Grove
Modbury
Norwood / Morialta
Para Hills
Parafield Gardens
Roma Mitchell
The Heights
Valley View
Windsor Gardens

Well
Done!!

Cedar College
Endeavour College
Gleeson College
Kings Baptist
Prescott College
Torrens Valley
Heritage College
Pedare

322.0
306.0
334.0 - 3rd Place
362.0 - 2nd Place
220.0
312.0
430.0 - 1st Place
286.0
274.0
278.0
304.0
345.0
176.0
352.0
334.0
-

Term 2 Year 8/9
Tuesday Afternoon Sport
Year 8/9 Vista Tuesday afternoon sport
season will begin week 3 of term 2.
Sports on offer include Soccer,
Badminton and Netball.
Sign up sheets are located outside the PE
office. Tryouts are under way!

School Name
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
15
17
18
19
20
21
22
22
24
25
26
27
27
29
30
31
32
33
33
35
36
37
38
39
39
39
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
48
48
51
52
53

Henley High School
Glenunga International High School
Reynella East College
Parafield Gardens High School
Roma Mitchell Secondary College
Brighton Secondary School
Adelaide High School
Golden Grove High School
Blackwood High School
Aberfoyle Park High School
Modbury High School
Craigmore High School
Tenison Woods College
Unley High School
Grant High School
Mount Gambier High School
St John's Grammar School
Victor Harbor High School
Mercedes College
Adelaide Secondary School of English
Woodcroft College Inc
Loxton High School
Trinity College
Salisbury East High School
Port Lincoln High School
Glossop High School
Immanuel College
Seaview High School
St Mary's College
Banksia Park International HS
Tatachilla Lutheran College
Woodville High School
Renmark High School
Seaford Secondary College
Nuriootpa High School
Le Fevre High School
St Joseph's School
Millicent High School
Heathfield High School
Underdale High School
Whyalla High School
Cornerstone College
Paralowie School
Marryatville High School
Temple Christian College - Bethany Campus

Port Augusta Secondary School
Salisbury High School
Endeavour College
The Heights School
Windsor Gardens Secondary College
Marymount College
Gladstone High School
Urrbrae Agricultural High School

Total
Points

715
568
534
523
519
481
480
424
418
393
368
363
352
350
349
349
337
334
318
296
288
284
284
281
275
273
268
268
262
260
259
254
249
249
247
245
244
235
233
233
233
223
217
214
212
211
207
204
204
204
200
199
196

Our workshops included such standbys as Japanese
calligraphy, furoshiki and Vietnamese lanternmaking, alongside newer themes such as ‘How to
Be Scottish’. In the latter our very own Mr Thomson demonstrated the wearing of the kilt, and gave
a rundown of the history and popular misconceptions surrounding kilts and Scottish clan culture.
We also were privileged to have our Miss Shailendra offering henna tattoos at lunchtimes, and held
an International Soccer Competition at lunch on
Wednesday. Thank you to all the staff involved
facilitating, supervising, organising and setting up
these wonderful activities for our students!!!
This year we also had the opportunity to
hold our usual Cultural Costume Parade
for Settlers Farm Campus, as part of their
Harmony Day celebrations. A parade can
risk being a shallow nod to diversity, but
we find that rather than being shallow, it
is incredibly validating for our students to
have the opportunity to wear their traditional dress, and to be able to do so as
role models for the younger students was
a lovely opportunity. Likewise, our fantastic DreamIt Dance team continued to
demonstrate their leadership performing at Settlers Farm, as did a group of
dance students who choreographed an African dance routine. They did a great
job and the little ones really enjoyed it. In turn, the primary students performed
the National Anthem for us using sign language – what fantastic job they did!
While certainly sometimes Harmony
Week can seem token and limited, these are facets we are not unaware of
and we are always working, as a school,
towards embedding core intercultural
understandings in the wider curriculum
and daily life of the school. To this end,
we are seeking feedback from parents
and the community regarding how we
can better support our multi-cultural
members of the school, and how we can foster greater understanding and global awareness in every individual. If you have any feedback or comments about
Harmony Week or inter-culturalism at Parafield Gardens High School, please
contact the school. We are always interested in involvement and suggestions
from our community.
The Multicultural Committee

Harmony Week
Aboriginal Parent Night
During harmony week we held an Aboriginal parent night. The purpose of the night
was to ensure the parents of our indigenous students can become involved in their
learning. We also discussed on the night
what was planned for the rest of the year
and our goals and expectations.
Ryan - Year 12 student

URGENT!!! UNPAID SCHOOL FEES
Payment Options:
 Complete a School Card 2016 Application
*If you were eligible in 2015, you must apply for this
year, at this school. Please return your application
form as a matter of urgency.
 Credit Card via telephone/mail
 Internet Banking
 Cash/Cheque/Money Order/EFTPOS
 Complete a Centrepay Application
(direct debit from Centrelink Payments)
Please contact Mrs Dianne Hill to arrange one of the
above payment options on 8258 9855.
School fees are compulsory and represent costs for
materials and services that are provided for your
child(ren) to undertake the fundamental elements of
educational courses.
Martin Lippett
Principal

SRC Report
In Term 1, the SRC has been involved in planning and implementing several new strategies
for school improvement. Lockers in the Maths
Area are now available for use and students BYO
are encouraged to request a locker by using
the expression of interest form in the Maths Area. Please
note that students will have to provide their own padlocks.
In Week 10, a group of SRC Representatives attended the
NASSSA Thriving Adolescent Workshop. The workshop
focussed on building leadership skills and promoting positive education. Our members are now prepared to develop and assist other workshops, peer support and transition programs in the future.
SRC Communication boards are planned to be implemented throughout the school in strategic locations during Term 2. The boards will improve communication
channels between the student body, the SRC and staff
and they will be a source of news and information regarding the school community.
The SRC would like to welcome two new members, Alicia and Cameron, who we look forward to working with
throughout the year. Furthermore, we look forward to
welcoming our new Year 8 members in Term 2.
Theodore
School Captain

Carpark Safety - 5km/hour
Please be aware that our carpark speed limit is
5km/hour. For student safety, please drive at walking
pace. Please be aware that part of our carpark is oneway
and abide by arrows on the road. Students must walk on
the path provided and not on the road.

SPORTS DAY 2016
Wednesday 16th March saw the running of the Parafield Gardens
High School rescheduled Sports Day for 2016. It was fantastic to
see so many students and staff in their house colours. It was
beautiful weather, with plenty of sunshine, allowing for a fantastic day of competition. Congratulations to the Burfield House on
winning the overall house points! Also congratulations to the individual award winners from each year level!

Individual Award Winners
Girls
Year 8 Champion - Tesha
Year 8 Runner-Up - Tahlia

Boys
Year 8 Champion - Rithyabun
Year 8 Runner-Up - Raef

Year 9 Champion - Natasha
Year 9 Runner-Up - Janika

Year 9 Champion - Aleer
Year 9 Runner-Up - Aiden

Year 10 Champion - Hannah
Year 10 Runner-Up - Ashleigh

Year 10 Champion - Daniel
Year 10 Runner-Up - Mark

Senior Champion - Jade
Senior Runner-Up - Ashleigh

Senior Champions - Liam & Bryan

Thank you to all students who attended. Your enthusiastic attitude and
level of involvement was fantastic! Finally, a big thank you to all staff
for your tireless efforts in helping to run all the events on the day!
Hieu Nguyen
Health & Physical Education / Sports Coordinator

