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We Believe in...

Principal’s Welcome
As Principal of Parafield Gardens High School it is always a privilege
to welcome students, parents, families, national and international
colleagues and community members to our school.
Our whole school community and visitors continually comment
on the warm, vibrant, optimistic, respectful and authentic culture
of our school. We are proud of our school and our achievements and
continually strive to improve.
As an Internationally Accredited School Parafield Gardens High
School offers curriculum, resources and facilities of an internationally benchmarked standard.
The way members of our school community interact with each other is based on our foundational
Values:
Respect: Be compassionate; treat others with understanding and acceptance. Care for
the school environment.
Achievement: Be positive, participate and strive to be the best you can possibly be now,
and for the future.
Determination: Persevere when things are difficult, it will lead to greater success. Be
inspired to motivate yourself and others.
We believe in developing the skills and aspirations of all students.
We believe in challenging our students and have high expectations of them.
We believe all students should experience success in their learning.
We aim to promote and nurture the wellbeing of each student.
We aim to develop the concept and responsibilites of the ‘global citizen’.
We aim that every student who leaves Parafield Gardens High School will have a pathway to a quality
future.
Our absolute aim is to ensure that all students who enrol here have the opportunity to reach their
potential.
Our school’s Vision is ‘Quality Learning, Quality Futures’.
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LOCATED ON KAURNA LANDS ON THE NORTHERN ADELAIDE PLAIN
Parafield Gardens High School was established in 1976.

Location
Parafield Gardens High School is located next to excellent public transport, well established housing
estates and convenient service and shopping facilities.
Our school is about 25 minutes from the Adelaide CBD and is close to a wide range of resources and
attractive locations, including the Port River Tourist precinct and the beautiful Barker wetlands.
The employment and educational opportunities emerging in this precinct of Adelaide are based upon
the developing research and manufacturing trends which have created some exciting prospects for the
region and its people.
Nearby developments in the naval building program at Port Adelaide and the relocation of an Army
battalion also bring new career pathway possibilities.
Close by are also the rich hinterlands of the Virginia Plains and the Barossa, which have worldrenowned wineries.
To add to the learning environment our school uses the proximity of many features and resources.
These include the University of South Australia (Mawson Lakes Campus: Maths and Science classes),
the TAFE colleges, the Salisbury Council and the various industries of the district. This mix of industry
and environment enables the school to offer a wide variety of learning experiences that open up
exciting opportunities and career pathways for our students.
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Facilities
Parafield Gardens High School enjoys excellent facilities which are all air-conditioned.
The grounds of the school are attractively laid out with 4 main buildings providing a variety of areas
that enable a wide range of learning to occur.
Across these 4 main buildings are areas for class activities and teaching, research and resourcebased learning, small group research, quiet reading and Senior School study.
The Arts, ICT learning and Multimedia are special focus areas. The school has eight rooms of
computers made up of both PC’s and iMacs. The school enjoys excellent Science, Art and Sports
facilities.
The outdoor environment includes many attractive landscaped areas for students, including BBQ
areas and good seating and tables as well as two ovals. There are basketball, tennis and cricket nets
and courts, which are well used by students.
Our canteen serves a wide variety of healthy food and is well patronised by students. Especially
designed for student use are a Student Services area, a Senior Study area, a Pathways room, a band
practice room and a Student Representative Council Room.
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Wellbeing
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WELLBEING - positive relationships, belonging, continuous improvement, global awareness

Dedicated to Wellbeing
We acknowledge that our school is on Kaurna homeland and respect their traditional ownership and
role as custodians of this land.
Our school provides a level of care aimed at ensuring the best possible conditions for successful
learning, the development of aspirations and the development of pathways.
Students who feel good about themselves and their learning feel good about succeeding.
Features of how we develop wellbeing come from:
•

Policy and School rules that promote an environment of respect
- our “Values”
- our “Relationships Policy”
- our “Multicultural Policy” with a focus on wellbeing
- our “Electronic Devices Policy”
- our “Uniform Policy”

•

A Middle School which is focussed on meeting individual needs

•

A Senior School which is focussed on Pathways

•

Senior and Junior School Student Counsellors

•

A Student Representative Council

•

A dedicated Student Services area to provide immediate attention for students

•

A School Uniform to help develop identity

•

Year Level Coordinators for each year level

•

The Harmony Lounge area

•

The Nunga room for all young people

•

An Aboriginal Education Teacher

•

An Aboriginal Education Worker

•

A School Chaplain

•

A Manager for meeting the special needs of students with a focus upon learning support

•

A Year 8-12 Pastoral Care program

•

Bilingual School Support Officer to support students with their studies

•

Vista Sport and KO sport

•

Regular assemblies to celebrate student achievement

•

Dedicated Vocational, Educational and Training (VET) programs that are industry accredited

•

Regional VET and academic programs for Senior School students which make use of the
resources of other schools and providers

•

Dedicated mentors for individual students

•

A comprehensive Years 7-8 Transition program to help primary students make the change to
high school

•

Trade School
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Learning - a challenging curriculum with high expectations that meets the needs of all students

The Curriculum Program
Parafield Gardens High School offers a varied curriculum that aims to challenge and meet the needs
of all students to realise their learning potential. We take pride in our ability to devise programs for all
students regardless of background, race and economic circumstance.
The school manages its curriculum around a Middle School (Years 8-9) and a Senior School (Years
10-13). Within this framework courses are adapted to meet individuals’ needs. Students have access
to a wide variety of academic subjects and traditional and non-traditional subjects that lead to
numerous options, opportunities and career pathways beyond school.
Links with the University of SA enhance many of these pathways and the school’s ability to deliver
Vocational Education Training packages/pathways in a variety of ways means that links with the wider
community and local TAFE institutes are strong.
Trade School courses.
Our dedicated staff has a commitment to keeping abreast of current teaching and best learning
practices. This enables them to utilise new information, thinking and teaching methodologies that
reflect and incorporate the wider world in the classroom.
Students are encouraged to take part in additional activities beyond the classroom to expand their
knowledge and their civic awareness.
Some of these activities include:
•

Duke of Edinburgh

•

Public speaking activities and debates

•

Salisbury Youth Forum

•

The Student Media Unit

•

Tournament of Minds

•

Youth Parliament

•

Community radio

•

Work Experience

•

Community involvement

•

Artists in Schools

Our students move successfully on to University/TAFE studies, apprenticeship and trainee positions
and employment at the completion of their studies at Parafield Gardens High School.
In our Middle School we place a priority on all students being successful. This is achieved by
creating high expectations and by being innovative and flexible in meeting individual needs. Middle
School students undertake a general education based upon the South Australian Curriculum and
Accountability Standards Framework (SACSA). Students from Years 8-10 study all eight areas of
learning: English, Mathematics, Science, Society & Environment, and the Arts (Music, Drama, Art,
Design), Technology, Languages, Health & Physical Development. As students go from Year 8 to Year
9 the variety of subject choices that they can make increases.
Intervention programs also exist for students who need additional help or extension.
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Pathways
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PATHWAYS - every student has a pathway and aspirations are developed and nurtured

Pathways
Through “Quality Learning for Quality Futures” our school is dedicated in working with each student to
‘construct’ their own career and personal pathway. Each pathway for each student will be different and
will change and grow according to the needs and aspirations of the individual.
As part of the regular teaching and pastoral care each student constructs a pathway that seeks to help
that student do the following:
•

Learn about how they learn best

•

Seek and set personal and career goals and receive specific career advice

•

Construct a record of learning and achievement

•

Develop marketable skills to expand career opportunities

•

Develop specific career goals and strategies to reach these goals

•

Collect and analyse a range of post school options including employment,
education, training, travel, leisure, community and family involvement

•

Gain and record accreditation of units of work and vocational education for
use in the workplace, TAFE and university

•

Use the pathway to connect to the wider community, both at home and
overseas to enrich personal experience and development

We aim that each student who leaves Parafield Gardens High School should have an explicit plan for
their next step and informed pathway options. Student voice and our Student Representative Council
are key components in the development of pathways. By listening to students as they articulate their
feelings, opinions and aspirations, the school can inform itself on how to meet these student needs.

International Program
Our school is committed to a global perspective for all students because we believe that an
international perspective enriches and expands the pathways of our students.
In the construction of our learning program we believe that a challenging curriculum must include in
each learning area an enquiry learning approach based on international perspectives.
At the core of this enquiry approach is the belief that to be global citizens students must understand
diversity, practise tolerance, celebrate cultural differences and recognise common values. We aim that
our students engage with attitudes and values that fit a global outlook. In doing so, students identify
and develop their own strengths by connecting to the wider world.
This global perspective is enhanced by the school’s:
•

English as a Second Language Program (Years 8-12)

•

LOTE program (German)

•

Exchange visits with and from overseas schools (Multicultural Policy)

•

Membership of the sister city relationship between the City of Salisbury and Mobara in Japan

•

Involvement in the Mondialogo intercultural dialogue and exchange

•

Own Multicultural diversity celebrated through Harmony Day and other celebratory activities
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Achievement
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Innovation and Achievement

HIGH EXPECTATIONS • HIGH ACHIEVEMENT
High Expectations – Grade Point Scheme (GPS)
•
•

•
•

At Parafield Gardens High School we emphasise the importance of strengthening academic
rigor and standards.
The Grade Point Scheme (GPS) promotes minimum benchmarked standards expected for all
students to achieve in years 8-10.
These academic benchmarks have significant impact in raising awareness of expectations and
improvements in achievement and work ethic.
Intervention Strategies such as the after School Tuition Centre and the ‘LinC’ program support
and encourage our students to achieve their best.
Our destination information shows that the majority of our students when they leave school, gain
their preferred pathway.

VET
•
•
•

Our school has a range of VET programs which are designed to doubly accredit students in the
South Australian Certificate of Education and Industry competencies.
As a member of the Northern Adelaide State Secondary Schools’ Alliance students at our school
also have access to a further 12 VET pathways located at other sites.
Our school specialises in Hospitality, Community Services, Multi-media, The Arts, Retail,
Engineering and Electronics delivery.

Multicultural Ethos
•
•

Our school is proud of its multicultural background and diversity.
This ethos is celebrated by our Harmony Week, Reconciliation celebrations and other activities
organised by the Multicultural Committee.

Mentoring
•
•

Our mentoring program ensures that students at risk from Years 10-12 have the opportunity to
develop their resiliency and restore their motivation.
Each student meets one-to-one with a mentor to discuss issues, find supportive strategies and
plan learning goals for success.

Students with special needs
•
•

Students with different needs are catered for through our policy that enables alternative
programs to be negotiated, or for students to be extended or accelerated in their learning
programs.
Small group work and one-to-one negotiation are features of these programs.

Student Voice
•

Our Student Representative Council is a vital part of our school enabling students to influence
the decision making of our school.

Sports
•
•

Our school is involved in a large number of sports both through its own programs and regional
and state competitions.
Our school has held the championship trophies for girls and boys cricket, football and basketball
for a number of years.
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Northern Adelaide Trade Schools for the Future
Trade Schools for the Future (TSftF) have been created across South Australia to build the skills of
the state’s workforce. Northern Adelaide Trade Schools for the Future is a collaborative partnership
between schools with a secondary enrolment in the northern region. Parafield Gardens High School
and Craigmore High School are the Lead Schools for the Trade Schools for the Future Strategy
providing expanded learning opportunities for secondary students in the northern region of Adelaide.
The trade school strategy enables students from Year 10 onwards to gain practical skills for work while
they are still at school.
The TSftF forges links with TAFE, Registered Training Organisations and business to give students
industry accredited qualifications while completing their South Australian Certificate of Education
(SACE). Two Apprenticeship Brokers have been placed at the lead school sites to help connect
students with local industry and business and build the number of job opportunities and schoolbased apprenticeships as well as training and employment opportunities available for students. The
Apprenticeship Brokers also ensure that contracts of training for young people are fair and reasonable
for everyone involved and that subjects students are undertaking at school are well suited to their
chosen pathway. A school-based apprenticeship gives each trade school student a head start towards
their chosen career. This includes valuable, hands-on industry experience which will ensure students
have a better chance of entering the workforce.
The Apprenticeship Broker for PGHS is Brenton Roy. By working with our experienced ‘School to
Work’ Apprenticeship Broker students will maximise the likelihood of satisfying future employment in
a particular pathway or industry because their studies can be individually tailored to suit the needs
of their apprenticeship or traineeship. Brenton and Alan Williams (based at Craigmore High School)
work to increase the number of apprenticeships and skilled job opportunities available for all trade
school students.
At Parafield Gardens High School the TSftF strategy provides a focus in the areas of Electrotechnology – Career Start, Engineering and Advanced Manufacture. These courses are delivered to
students at PGHS as well as students throughout the region at a Certificate Two level incorporating a
range of Certificate Three competencies. Students can start preparing for their working future as early
as Year 8, by studying courses that will develop the high level of maths and science skills necessary to
undertake an apprenticeship or traineeship.
Our aim is to improve opportunities for young people in Northern Adelaide to achieve higher level
qualifications and to move into long term sustainable employment pathways.
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SERVICES - Dedicated to excellent service delivery

Dedicated to Service Delivery
Student Services
•

There is a specific student services area where students can seek support, advice and help for
many varied issues from day to day needs to course counselling.

•

A Student Support team meets regularly to review and discuss student progress.

•

Individual and whole school programs are devised to meet individual and wider school
community needs.

•

Parents and caregivers are encouraged to make student services their first point of contact.

•

Two Student Counsellors.

Transition
•

There is a comprehensive year 7 to 8 transition program. All students in Year 7 visit our school
on a regular basis so that their transition into the secondary world is as smooth as possible.

•

These regular visits conclude with a full day visit late in the year to ensure that all students are
familiar with their individual programs for the coming year.

Enrolment and exit
•

Our enrolment process is designed to ensure that students are placed in appropriate courses
that meet their needs and that they are appropriately supported. This process is managed by
the school’s student counsellors.

•

This process ensures that:

•

-

Individual needs are discussed

-

Pathways and aspirations are discussed

-

Achievement to date is built upon

-

Support and advancement strategies are identified.

When students leave our school they aim to leave with not only their statements of
achievement, according to year level, but also an exit strategy, a transition plan and a portfolio.

Youth workers and Chaplain
•

A school chaplain and youth workers are available to support students.

•

Their role is to support students with particular needs in a pastoral sense and also to organise
services (career advice, personal advice) for these students.
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Overview of Middle School Curriculum
Year 8 Curriculum

All subjects are compulsory
English
Maths
Science
Society & Environment
Art
German
Food Technology and Health Education
Music/Drama
Physical Education
Design & Technology Studies
Total

Year 9 Curriculum

Compulsory subjects 	

Semester(s)
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
14

Semester(s)

English
Maths
Science
Society & Environment
Art
Drama
Health & Physical Education
Food Technology and Health Education
Music
Design & Technology Studies

2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1

Choice subject

German
2*
Total
14
*Students who select a full year of German will forfeit 2 single semester subjects.

Year 10 Curriculum
Compulsory subjects

Semester(s)

English
Society & Environment
Maths
Personal Learning Plan
Science

2
1
2
1
2

Choice of 6 Semester units from the following:

Arts (Art, Design)
1 to 4
Child Studies
1 or 2
German
2
Health & Physical Education
1 or 2
Food Technology and Health Education
1 or 2
Introduction to Hospitality
1 or 2
Information Technology
1 to 4
Music
2
Design & Technology
1 to 4
Total
14
Some additional special programs will count towards the senior school certificate
(SACE).
Vocational Education and Training (VET) courses gain TAFE or Industry accreditation
(or both) and in most cases will count towards the SACE.
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SACE Stage 1 subjects for Parafield Gardens High School
Note: Where a Stage 1 subject name is followed by A&B, the subject may be studied in Semester 1 or
Semester 2 or both. Where a subject name is followed by 1&2, the subject should be studied in both
semesters; a student cannot undertake the second semester without completing the first semester.
Where a VET subject runs for 2 semesters, ‘full year’ is indicated. All other subjects run in first
semester only or second semester only.
Compulsory subjects
Students must pass with 50% or more
Personalised Learning Plan
English or English as a Second Language
Mathematics
Reseach Project
Free choice subjects
ARTS LEARNING AREA
Art A&B
Design A&B
Creative Arts A&B
Music 1&2
BUSINESS, ENTERPRISE AND TECHNOLOGY LEARNING AREA
Business end Enterprise
Business Services VET Cert 2 (full year)
Construction Technology - Metal
Digital Media A&B
Electronics Cert II
Engineering Cert II
Furniture Construction
Information Processing and Publishing A&B
Information Technology A&B
Manufacture and Engineering
ENGLISH LEARNING AREA
English
English as a Second Language
HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION LEARNING AREA
Child Studies
Community Studies A&B
Health Education
Home Economics A&B
Hospitality
Physical Education A&B
Sport & Recreation Cert II (full year)
HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES LEARNING AREA
Ancient Studies
Economics
Geography
History
Legal Studies A&B
Studies of Societies
Tourism
MATHEMATICS LEARNING AREA
Mathematics
Mathematics Applications – Business
Mathematics or Applied Pathways
SCIENCES LEARNING AREA
Biology A&B
Chemistry 1&2
Contemporary Issues and Science A&B
Physics 1&2
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SACE Stage 2 subjects for Parafield Gardens High School
Note: All Stage 2 subjects are full year subjects. All Subjects have TAS (Tertiary Admission Subject)
Status except Research Project B and Community Studies
Compulsory subjects
Students must pass with 50% or more
Research Project A (or) Research Project B
Free choice subjects
Students must pass at least 3 subjects (60 Credits) with 50% or more
ARTS LEARNING AREA
Drama
Music
Visual Arts – Art
Visual Arts – Design
BUSINESS, ENTERPRISE AND TECHNOLOGY LEARNING AREA
Business and Enterprise
Systems and Control Products - Electrotechnology
Information Processing and Publishing
Information Technology
Material Products Furniture & Metal
Digital Media
Workplace Practices
ENGLISH LEARNING AREA
English Pathways
English Communications
English Studies
English as a Second Language
HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION LEARNING AREA
Community Studies
Retail VET Cert 2
Physical Education
Vocational Studies
HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES LEARNING AREA
Economics
Legal Studies
Modern History
Society and Culture
Tourism
MATHEMATICS LEARNING AREA
Mathematics Applications
Mathematics Studies
Specialist Mathematics
SCIENCES LEARNING AREA
Biology
Chemistry
Scientific Studies
Physics
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SACE Glossary
TAS: 	(Tertiary Admissions Subjects) only 2 unit (ie full year) Stage 2 subjects can be
counted as TAS subjects

SACE:

•

TAS general subject: A scalable full year Stage 2 subject (formerly known as
PES or PAS subjects)

•

TAS Restricted subject: A scalable full year Stage 2 subject (formerly known as
SAS subjects)

South Australian Certificate of Education

SACE BOARD: South Australian Certificate of Education Board
SATAC:

South Australian Tertiary Admissions Centre

SCALABLE SUBJECT:
	Stage 2 subjects that are awarded a score out of 20 (Community Studies is the only
subject that is not scalable)
SEMESTER UNIT:
Semester (half-year course)
STAGE 1:

First level of SACE Certificate

STAGE 2:

Second level of SACE Certificate

TER: 	(Tertiary Entrance Rank): University entrance points are calculated using a
procedure called “scaling” and are used to select students who will be offered places
in particular courses
TERM UNIT:

Half a semester course (ie 2 terms is a semester)

CREDIT:

 0 credits equate to a semester subject
1
20 credits equate to a full year subject

VET: 	(Vocational Education and Training): some subjects may offer competencies within
the course of study which can be used towards vocational certificates

Parafield Gardens High School, Shepherdson Road
Parafield Gardens, South Australia, 5107
Telephone: (08) 8258 9855 Facsimile: (08) 8281 5853
Email: pghs@pghs.sa.edu.au Website: www.pghs.sa.edu.au
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