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2014 Pathways Party
The Parafield Gardens High School 2014 Pathways Party was again an outstanding success, thanks to
the wonderful support given by staff, students and parents. Parents and caregivers are a vital link in a
student’s quest to make a career decision that connects with their strengths, passion and interests. The
Pathways Party provided the opportunity for parents and students to meet and connect with staff from a
range of post school providers. The evening was attended by a large number of exhibitors including
industry representatives, South Australian Universities, TAFE, regional support networks as well as our
very own Area of Study Coordinators. Feedback from exhibitors, students and parents was very
positive. Students and parents were very affirming and very much appreciated the range of people with
whom they could discuss their future career options. Thank you to all who attended – it was greatly
appreciated.

Newsletter
Calendar
September 8th
Show Day
(School Closure)
September 17th to 19th
Year 11 Aquatics
September 26th
Last Day of Term 3
Dismissal at 2:05pm
Reports Posted Home
October 13th
Term 4 Commences
October 20th
Parent/Teacher Interviews
1:30pm - 6:30pm

Year 10 RYDA Program
Year 10 students were invited to attend the RYDA (Roadsafe Youth Driver Awareness) program on Monday the 11th of August.
This was an extremely informative, educational and at times confronting and emotional day for our Year 10 students and staff
collectively.
Extremely positive feedback about this learning opportunity from staff and students indicated that they found the event provided
information that was valuable and relevant to their current situations as potential learners and provisional drivers or passengers.
Whilst the statistics for ‘P’ Platers were sometimes shocking, it was great to see our students reflecting on the statistics,
also taking in the strong messages from the day including:
 Be responsible at all times
 Don’t drink and drive – it’s not worth the risk
 Make right choices
 Never do anything ‘just this once’ – it only takes one time to mess up
 You are just as responsible for others on the road as you are for yourself
The program included six interactive sessions delivered to small student groups
covering topics such as:
 hazard perception
 distraction management
 vehicle safety
 stopping distance
 fatigue
 experiences of a crash survivor
Thank you to all the RYDA staff, especially to the Rotary Volunteers and guest speakers on the day. The messages were
powerful and greatly impacted students’ understanding of the risks and responsibilities of driving. Thank you also to our students
who acted with maturity representing our school in an extremely positive light.

November 3rd to 25th
Year 12 Exams
November 17th
Year 12 Farewell Breakfast
November 26th
Presentation Night
November 28th
Year 7 Transition Day
December 8th
Year 8 Panel Presentations
December 9th
Year 9 Panel Presentations
December 10th to 12th
Short Courses (Years 8 & 9)
December 12th
Last Day of Term 4
Dismissal at 2:05pm
Reports Posted Home
January 27th, 2015 (Tuesday)
Term 1 Commences
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Principal’s Message …
It’s been another extremely productive term.
Our term began with a wonderful whole
school assembly where we acknowledged
and congratulated the Top 5 academic
achievers for each year level. A special
surprise was in store for the students with the
teacher band performing, Led Zeppelin,
‘Rock n Roll”.....as was said at the assembly,
we should never stop dreaming, some of us
are still dreaming of becoming rock stars!
The students who achieved in the Top 10%
of their cohort, Years 8-12, Term 2 received
a Principal’s letter of congratulations as did
every student who improved their GPA by 5
points or higher from term 1 to 2.
Other term events so far have included:
students participating in; our inaugural Ski
trip to Mt Baw Baw, Year 10 work
experience, Year 12 exams,
40 Hour
Famine, Year 10 RYDA Program, Pathways
Party, Student/Parent Course Confirmation
as well as 28 students from Mobara, Japan,
visiting our school .
More information about these events are in
this newsletter
High Expectations and Raising Student
Achievement
The semester 1 reports for every student in
years 8-12 have been reviewed. Students
who have achieved a GPA in the range of
20-45 have been identified and have begun
to attend the Monday and Wednesday
afternoon Tutorial Centres. These students
will receive support with their subject
assignments, working with peer mentors,
tutors and supervising teachers. The GPA
data for the students who regularly attended
the Tutorial Centre last term indicate solid
improvement. Well done. Students can
voluntarily come to the Tutorial Centre if they
would like more support in improving their
grades.

NAPLAN results will be published for each
school and individual student reports
distributed early September. We will be
analysing and discussing with each student
their individual results and progress and
informing teachers of both their students’
areas of strength and areas identified for
improvement.
If you have any questions
regarding your child’s results when you
receive them please contact, in the first
instance your child’s English and Maths
teacher for more information.
High Impact Local Learning Systems
(HILLS) Project – The Mitchell Institute and
Centre for Strategic Education / Melbourne
University. Our school has been nominated
by DECD (the only school in the state) to be
researched in relation to the collaborative
partnerships we have developed and
promoted that has resulted in significant
improved outcomes of our students. Five
members from Victoria and South Australia
will be visiting the school in week 6 of this
term for 4 days. They will be interviewing key
personnel and documenting their findings,
culminating in a National Report. I will provide
details of this report at a later date.
Lastly I would like to share a research article
with you that provides a compelling
perspective in relation to; State school kids
do better at Uni than private schooled kids
with the same tertiary entrance score.
I have always been firm in the belief that our
public school system, together in partnership
with parents/caregivers, provides the best
education and opportunities for each of our
students. I’m proud to say that Parafield
Gardens is a school that is committed to
growth and continues to strive for excellence.
Nanette van Ruiten
Principal

2014 NASSSA ANZAC Study Tour
During the April school holidays, Aiesha and I were lucky
enough to be given the opportunity to travel to Europe to
attend the 2014 Anzac Dawn Service in Somme at
Villers-Bretonneux, France. It was the prize to a competition
that involved a 1000 word essay on the history of Anzac and
a personal interview with Ms van Ruiten. We were thrilled to
be notified that we won the all expenses paid trip to the
Western Front. We travelled to places such as the Somme,
Ypres and Villers- Bretonneux. As excited as we were at the
time, the experience was far better than we expected. It was
extraordinary to have had the opportunity to be part of such
heartfelt and emotional event. Somme, the Western Front
was the last place we visited as we travelled through London,
Paris, and Ypres. Our trip consisted of visiting many famous
landmarks, cathedrals, history museums and cemeteries
where the fallen soldiers from all sides of the conflict were
buried. The main event of the trip was the 100th
commemoration of the Anzac Dawn Service in Somme at
Villers-Bretonneux. Villers- Bretonneux represented the
importance of the soldiers that fought in WW1. We attended
several memorial services which commemorated the
importance of the ANZACs and the soldiers who fought and
died. In this way we were able to represent our school to pay
our respects for all the soldiers especially the Australians who
fought and sacrificed their lives during WW1. On 1 August,
we presented at the Salisbury RSL on behalf of Parafield

Gardens High school about the Western Front Tour. This
was one of the most amazing experiences Aiesha and I have
ever had and we encourage all year 10 students to enter this
competition and be involved in this once in a lifetime
opportunity.
We would like to give a big thank you to Ms Van Ruiten, Ms
Rologas, Ms Cannon, The Salisbury RSL and many others
who helped in organising the trip and allowing us to be a part
of such an incredible project.
After this amazing opportunity we were able to present our
experiences and discuss all the new knowledge we have
learnt from the Study Tour.
Abigail De Vera
Year 11 student

Last Day of Term 3

SRC Report
The 40 Hour Famine is complete for another year. On August 15-17, dozens
of PGHS student partook in the annual event, each forgoing a range of
comforts and activities for 40 hours to raise funds for and awareness of
famine relief and community development in developing countries. The focus
nation for 2014 is Rwanda. Students have also engaged in other fundraising
activities for World Vision, such as Jelly Day on August
8th. Students sold dozens of jelly cups to raise a total
of $120 to assist World Vision in their efforts.
With the 40 Hour Famine now complete, student are
turning their attention back to issues closer to home, such as discussions
around improving the school's uniform, involving themselves in maintaining
the school's House Points incentive scheme, and the already-upcoming 2015
SRC elections. Their hard work and dedication to representing student
interests at PGHS continue to be of great value.
Wayne Bickley
SRC Manager

School Uniform Tip
Please write your child's name on their
uniform as they are hard to distinguish
when brought to Lost Property.

Friday 26th September
Dismissal at 2:05pm
Term 3 Reports will be posted home
Please ensure your address is up-todate to receive Reports, Newsletters
and other important correspondence.

STUDENT EXCHANGE
INFORMATION NIGHT

EXPERIENCE
THE WORLD
WITH STS!
HAVE ALL YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

Monday 15th September 7:30pm
PBS Building 607 Marion Road
South Plympton
RSVP Margaret Riches 0412639049
margaret@richesfamily.com.au

Congratulations to the following students on their Academic Results for Term 2
Top 10% Academic Achievers for Term 2
Year 8
Jessica Weller
Ashleigh Olsen
Steven Edge
Ariki Pare Joseph
Kane Lockwood
Hannah Innes
Luke Dixon
Olivia Morris
Essa Faqiri
Zahra Mohammadi
Billy Saunders
Marylyn Biluno
Jerry Ho
Voula Troiano
Catelyn Brook
Christna Heng

Year 12
Irsan Rasidi
Hamish McPhee
Lisa Cao
Danny Tom
Patricia Imatani
Teagan Kelsh
Georgia Foster
Brett Trevorrow
Marko Stojanovic
Jade Noyes
Angela Christie
Jim Long
Diptika Deo
Gareth Krauter
Bethany Riding

93.33
89.52
89.52
89.52
88.57
86.67
84.76
84.76
84.76
84.76
83.81
83.81
83.81
83.81
83.81
82.86

93.33
91.11
90.00
86.67
86.67
85.33
81.67
81.33
81.33
76.00
73.33
72.00
72.00
72.00
71.11

Year 9
Peter Jensen
Debbie Cao
Tino Pare Joseph
Dhvani Shah
Reem Daou
Emma Dedic
Nicole Torres
Inzah Masood
Xiu Ying Tan
Zoe Spratt
Amy Rufnak
Mabel Asiedu
Benjamin Hubbert
Tamika Hutchins
Lachlan Johnson
Ngan Nguyen
Kaine Dunn
Nikola Vitor
Cloe Todd
Liam Crowther
Hayley Godfrey
Willow Mullaart-Smith
Amy Gott
Jackson Gibbs

96.62
94.29
93.33
91.43
88.57
88.57
88.57
86.67
86.67
85.71
82.86
80.95
80.00
80.00
79.05
79.05
78.10
78.10
78.10
78.10
78.10
78.10
78.10
78.10

Year 10
Theodore Velkos
100.44
Jennifer May
95.38
Jake Beard
95.38
Kristina Lizoguboff
94.29
Jade Birmingham
91.57
Kristen Mallia
90.48
Jane Long
89.52
Simone Kelsh
88.57
Nazia Bakhsi
86.81
Janet Bagshaw
84.10
Caitlin Kelly
83.81
Rachel Sienniak
83.33
Tayla Beagley
82.86
Tyler Penny
80.00
Claire Ackroyd
79.19
Naomi Forbes
79.19
Heather Dunlop
79.05
Shannon Whitehorn 77.44
Rahila Zaidi
77.29
Kim Oanh Tran
77.14
Caitlin Drummond
77.14

Year 11
Abigail De Vera
Shannon Stuckey
Michael Reyes
Donna Dedic
Beatrice Aurelia
Swetha Gopal
Tegan Sabine
Jacqueline Phan
Amber Brenton
Julia Cao
Shayal Shyinam
Siddharth Dabiru
Christine May
Elizabeth Cale
Benita Lamb
Chloe Ireland
James Winfield
Monalisa Rasidi
Nicholas Artis
Allana Piscioneri
Nathalie Huynh

97.11
96.78
92.38
91.89
90.78
85.22
85.00
84.89
84.00
83.33
82.22
81.56
81.22
79.33
78.89
77.44
75.00
74.67
74.44
74.44
74.11

At Parafield Gardens High School one of our aims is to recognise and acknowledge student
performance and achievement. Congratulations to the students above for being in the Top 10%
of their year level based on their Term 2 Grade Point Average.
Parafield Gardens High School has a commitment to high expectations and high achievement for all of our students. We encourage our students to strive to be the best they can be.
We are extremely proud of our students and we believe that you are contributing to our strong
community in a positive manner.
Congratulations also go to the students below who have improved their Grade Point Average
from Term 1 to Term 2 by 5 GPA points and are achieving at a level above the academic bench
mark (55/100).

Students who have Improved from Term 1 to Term 2
Year 8
Caitlyn Kunde
Emily Lane
Emma Hayles
Chloe Caridi
Rewi Lynch
Jaimee Jenkins
Daniel Perkins
Jason Morm

8E
8G
8B
8B
8G
8B
8G
8G

Year 9
Tarshia Douglas
Brianna Stokes
Bianca Giaretto
Amber Clerke
Patrick Ingram
Mackenzie Styles
Nikolas Borg
Megan O’Brian
Nikita Zorlak
Morsal Ghafori
Liam Sandercock
Angus McRae
Blythe Dougherty
Zen Lai
Seng Im
Jarrod McCarthy
Carly Wright-Russo

9C
9F
9G
9C
9E
9B
9E
9G
9B
9F
9C
9C
9G
9B
9B
9B
9B

Year 10
Troy King
Blake Lawrence
Michael Harris
Kyle Douglas
William Dubois
David Grygorcewicz
Paige Riding
William Page

10D
10C
10E
10E
10D
10D
10D
10F

Year 11
Tyson Griffin
Kyle Jones
Tyson Mewett-Sweet
Meagan Andrews
Jeruel Yuzon
Joshua Levett
Year 12
Segen Hagos
Caleb Bugg
Philip Hawl Hang
Jayde Baker
Mansoor Alizada
Alexander Herd
Katelyn Salvemini

11P
11E
11F
11A
11B
11E

12B
12V
12C
11P
12A
12D
12G

Devon Uniform - Sale and Fit Days
Monday 1st December & Tuesday 2nd December
2:30pm till 4:30pm in R40
EFTPOS Available
Credit Cards welcome
Deposits and Orders taken
By attending this fit day, you will be able to have your child
professionally fitted and their uniform placed on order ready
for the 2015 school year.
By pre-ordering uniforms, you are guaranteed supply of uniform
items.
The start of the new year is a very busy time for all schools and
the Uniform Shop cannot guarantee a ready supply of all
clothing in all sizes. Lengthy delays in receiving items can occur
if items are not pre-ordered.
Benefits to you:
 Guarantee of all items ready for commencement at the
start of the school year
 Students needing special sizing can be catered for sooner
 You may pay a deposit at the time of order should this
suit you
This concept is popular for parents/caregivers wanting to
reduce the amount to be paid in the new year
 You may change the sizing of any garment should it not be
suitable at the time of pickup
The Process:
 Select the uniform items you will need
 Staff will be on hand to fit your child and take your orders
 Allowance will be made for anticipated growth over the
Christmas period. (You may exchange items for a different
size when you pick them up in January should this be
necessary.)
New students and parents/caregivers are also welcome to come
into the Uniform Shop (to place an order) during normal opening
times which are:

Monday
Wednesday
Friday

8:00am – 9:00am
8:00am – 9:00am
8:00am – 9:00am

(During school term only)

Yours faithfully,
Devon Clothing

FINANCE MATTERS;
Change of internet banking details
If you have a recurring payment setup please
change your payments to the new banking details.
Bank SA

BSB: 105-158 Account: 589 001 740

Add details: Student ID/reason
Example: 140999/fees

URGENT!!! UNPAID SCHOOL FEES
Payment Options:







Complete a School Card 2014 Application
*If you were eligible in 2013, you must apply for
this year, at this school. Please return your
application form as a matter of urgency.
Credit Card via telephone/mail
Internet Banking
Cash/Cheque/Money Order/EFTPOS
Complete a Centrepay Application
(direct debit from Centrelink Payments)

Please contact Mrs Dianne Hill to arrange one of the
above payment options. Phone: 8258 9855
Please Note: All unpaid accounts have been sent to
DECD for action on 1st July. Parents will be
responsible for all court costs.
School fees are compulsory and represent costs for
materials and services that are provided for your child
(ren) to undertake the fundamental elements of
educational courses.
Nanette van Ruiten
Principal

Steve Andrews
Chairperson,
Governing Council

Finance Office Opening Times
Monday to Friday
8:15am - 8:45am 10:35am - 10:55am
(for student payments)
Parents/Caregivers welcome at any time!
Located to the right of Student Services

Changed details?
Please provide the school with your new
contact details immediately so we can update
our records as you may not be receiving
important information by post or phone.
Phone: 8258 9855

Student Absences

REMINDER:

A quick reminder to Parents and Caregivers to Please ring the
school on the morning of your child’s absence and put a note in
their diary. Thank you Phone: 8258 9855

8th September 2014
Show Day (School Closure)

State school kids do better at uni
Left: State school kids do better at uni than private schooled kids with the same tertiary
entrance score. AAP
State school graduates do better at university than private school graduates with the same
end-of-school tertiary entrance score. That’s the clear finding in a number of Australian
studies since the 1980s, and in England since the 1990s.

Explanations tend to focus on aspects of secondary schooling and on students’ effort levels at university (associated with their
cultures and aspirations), and any may be involved in particular cases:
 Preparation for the end-of-school assessments in private schools, relative to state schools, boosts tertiary entrance
results above “underlying ability”, and graduates regress to “underlying ability” level at university.
 Preparation for life and learning beyond school in private schools (and single-sex schools) relative to state schools (and
co-educational schools) is poor, resulting in university performance below “underlying ability”.
 Graduates of private schools make less effort at university because of perceived long-term advantages of their
secondary schooling and other socio-cultural reasons.

The Australian research compared academic results at the end of first year at particular
universities for cohorts whose entry was based on tertiary entrance scores (now ATAR) for
the previous year in the same state. The most recent English research tracked all students
who completed the end-of-school A-levels and went directly on to complete a full-time four-year degree course.

Left: Ja'mie, Private School Girl: do private school kids have a
sense of entitlement that means they don’t try as hard? AAP

The differences between graduates of state and private schools were substantial (though less pronounced among those who did
very well at university). The Australian research found that, on average, graduates of state schools received the same marks at
the end of first-year university as graduates of private schools who had tertiary entrance scores around three to six points
higher.
The English research found that at each A-level standard, on average around 7 percentage points more graduates of state
schools than graduates of private schools received first or second-class, first division (upper second) honours.

It appears a reasonable assumption that tertiary entrance scores are boosted by a better quality of education at high fee private
schools. Fee-based resources several times greater than those of state schools can fund smaller classes and other ways to
enhance learning. In addition, selection and exclusion practices can ensure an academic atmosphere not disturbed by
disruptive, difficult-to-teach students, or even students without high academic aspirations.
However, there appears to be contrary evidence: state school students tend to do better in NAPLAN tests than private school
students at schools of similar socio-economic status (especially at higher socio-economic levels), according to data on the My
School website analysed by researchers Bernie Shepherd and Chris Bonnor for a forthcoming publication.

Left: English results for graduates of independent schools
and all categories of state schools, showing percentages
that received an upper second or better degree by A-level
achievement at the end of school.

Thus other explanations are likely. One involves a narrow focus on tertiary entrance results at many elite schools. Tertiary
entrance results are a central aspect of the status and marketing of high-fee private schools – supported by high-visibility
league tables and human interest stories in the media. High pressure, close supervision and narrowly defined learning leave
little room for independent, self-motivated learning, and developing the personal and social skills required for success at
university.
Single-sex school cultures and practices may not prepare students well for university life. This is hinted at in the literature, but
was “obvious” for a recent university graduate I spoke to who attended both single-sex and co-educational secondary schools
and said many single-sex school graduates “do not learn to socialise at school, and when they get to uni they just party”.

Research in both Australia and England also found that with the same tertiary entrance scores:
 graduates of co-educational schools tend to do better than graduates of single-sex schools
 graduates of lower-fee private schools (in Australia, Catholic schools) tend to do better than graduates of higher-fee
private schools (in Australia, independent schools)
 graduates of schools with lower average tertiary entrance scores tend to do better than graduates of schools with higher
average tertiary entrance scores
 graduates of (English) state comprehensive schools do better (to a small extent) than graduates of state selective schools.
The general finding is that graduates of non-elite and co-educational schools do better at university than graduates of socially
and academically elite and single-sex schools who achieved the same tertiary entrance score.

Other possible explanations relate to cultural class assumptions around success and entitlement. Some private school
graduates may have an explicit belief (whether reasonable or not) that just having attended such an elite school will lead to
employment advantages after university. Thus the incentive to work hard at university is diminished.
Some may have a less conscious belief that they have innate superior intelligence that will get them though university without
much additional effort. This sense is not properly tested in the “hothouse” atmosphere of closely supervised elite schooling, but
is found wanting in the more open society of university.
There may also be a lack of motivation for university among those from elite private schools where university is the norm.
Those from state schools, where many different destinations are common, make a more deliberate choice for university.
What are the implications?

Right: Independent private schools have similar shares
of enrolments in the final school year in Australia and
the UK, but the state sector has a smaller share in
Australia due to the large private Catholic sector (which
at the secondary level has a socio-economic profile
closer to the independent sector according to ABS
Census data)
So what can explain this difference?
There are no definitive explanations for these findings, though there is some attempt in the literature, some indicative data, and
much informed speculation. And there is, of course, great variation among individual students – and among schools, universities
and university courses.

The government has set its sights on a highly differentiated fee and scholarship regime for higher education. Graduates of
many universities are likely to have debts of over $100,000 for popular and socially important courses such as science, and
debts of over $250,000 for longer courses such as veterinary science.
Universities with high-demand courses and high fees will need fairer criteria for access to all courses and for the awarding of all
scholarships based on entry-level academic merit. This is not just a matter of justice for individuals, but also for our future as a
well-educated, productive and fair society.
English education commentator Nick Morrison suggested that the disparity between state and private school graduates’
success at university should provoke fee-paying schools to question whether they are doing all they can to equip students for
university.
The Australian Financial Review recently urged people to “do the sums on the true cost of private schools”. It’s apparent that
high private school fees may not be buying effective education. In the context of university debts upwards of $100,000, families
should “do the sums” on comparable expenditure on schooling.
http://theconversation.com/state-school-kids-do-better-at-uni-29155 (17 July 2014)

