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October 15th
First Day Term 4
School starts 8:40am
October 22nd
Parent-Teacher Interviews
2pm-6pm

National Science Week 2018
Inaugural NASSSA Engineering Challenge: Senior Champions
During National Science Week, our senior team competed against the
other schools in our region and were awarded senior champions for
their engineering design challenge. Students had to create a device
that could transport materials from a height to the ground maintaining
strength and stability. Congratulations to the senior team and their
mentor teachers: Arshpreet, Khoa, Vyom, Juan and Mr Duffy, Mr
McPhee, Mr Zayas-Buil and Ms Harding

October 24th
Student Free Day
November 5th to 16th
Year 12 Exams
November 20th
Year 12 Breakfast
Farewell Assembly
November 21st
Presentation Night
November 21st to 23rd
Year 11 Exams
November 23rd
Last Day for year 11
students
November 28th to 29th
Year 10 Exams
November 29th
Last day for year 10
students

Girls in STEM Showcase
As part of our Girls in STEM program ten year 9
students were given the opportunity to attend the Girls
in STEM Showcase with Ms Deo and Ms Harding. At
this event we heard inspirational speakers including a
panel of three leading women in the field of STEM
who answered questions from the audience and, a
thought provoking talk about creativity from the curator
of the new Museum of Discovery initiative. We
attended workshops on leading best practice and
brainstormed our vision for STEM in the future
workplace.
STEM Robotics and Coding Workshops
As part of National Science Week we had visiting students from The Pines Primary School and Karrendi
Primary School taking part in an introduction to STEM Robotics and Coding. Students were able to code
our MBots to not only move and play songs, but they also competed in a soccer tournament. After which
students had an introduction to Scratch and basic animations. We look forward to welcoming students
from our feeder primary schools back again once our new STEM area has been completed and as part
of our transition day. A special thank you to Mr Lenkiewicz, Mr Zayas-Buil and Ms Kaur for their
enthusiasm and amazing workshops on the day.
STEM Classroom Furniture Design: Student and Staff Feedback

November 30th
Year 7 to 8 transition Day
December 14th
Last Day of Term for years
8&9
Early Dismissal 1:15pm

Students and staff from both our school and visiting primary schools were able to provide feedback on
the new STEM furniture and classroom designs. A display including the proposed plans and furniture
options, including chairs and ottomans were available for testing and feedback in the library.
Our school captain, Caitlin, also ran a focus group which provided more feedback
on the final designs and selected fabric options for our custom built
Ph: (08) 8258 9855
furniture. We can’t wait until the reveal and launch next term!
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dl.1137.info@schools.sa.edu.au

15 Shepherdson Road, Parafield Gardens SA 5107
www.facebook.com/pghsadelaide

Principal’s Message
I hope this newsletter finds you well and that the learning that
your child has experienced with us this term has been a
rewarding for you and for them.

At PGHS we are continuously seeking to improve our work and
refine our systems to maximise the efficiency with which we do 
our work and to refine the communication. I am working with the
Governing Council and the Senior Leaders to provide the PGHS
learning community with a visual overview of our leadership 
structure. Once confirmed, given we have further leadership
positions to be decided this coming term, I can publish the
document on our website so that you are able to see who leads
what aspect of the school, who is therefore best placed to
support you with your enquiry and whom you can call to thank
for their efforts to support your learner should you chose to do
so.
Being a ‘comprehensive’ learning community, PGHS is very
proactive providing a diverse range of learning experiences for
learners inside and outside of the classroom. Not everyone
wants to play sport, learn a musical instrument, be a doctor or
make a woodwork project. For this reason we seek to give your
learner a variety of options and experiences to broaden their
perspectives and engage them in multiple ways. This term has
seen the following diversity of activities that have resulted in
some fantastic learning opportunities and the chance to
consolidate relationships with peer groups and staff:

We have some leadership changes to happen for term 4 and
some staff returning from leave:














The Year 9 cohort spent the day at Flinders University to
get a taste of life in university and whet the appetite for
further study after their SACE is completed.
Students have selected their 2019 subjects – this is time
for students and their families to reflect on learning
successes to this point as well as to aspire to great
results in subjects they feel will best serve them in their
employment, their Vocational Education (VET) pathway
or university study.
We held a very successful ‘R U Ok?’ Day – the student
leaders were fantastic, the staff provided a great support
and the atmosphere at lunch time in particular was a
buzz as students danced to music and shared a healthy
lunch
Year 12 moderation is occurring in multiple classes – PE
and Drama most currently
The Japanese Exchange Trip departed Adelaide on
Saturday the 22/09/2018 for a cultural trip that will see
the students and teachers enjoy tea ceremonies,

historical sites and school visits whilst on ‘home stay’ with
a Japanese family – what an experience that would be!
Sport has again been popular and our students
representing us very well with Tuesday afternoon VISTA
sport
The Dream It Dance team is out working and mentoring
primary school students in our feeder schools and they
will also play a big role on Transition Day in term 4
Thanks also to Sothea Lam, our Multicultural Youth
Worker’, and Brad Stubing,
Senior Leader, for
coordinating the Multicultural Parent Forums Wednesday
evening and Thursday morning at PGHS – this was a
great chance for teachers and parents to come together
with Department for Education bi-lingual support officers
to discuss needs and wants for their learners and to
clarify school processes.



Ingrid Lees, Senior Leader – Pedagogy, leaves us for
Term 4 having won a role as a SL at Wirreanda HS. We
thank her for her work and wish her every success in her
new position.
Krystal Childs, our Aboriginal Community Education
Transition Officer (ACETO), is on maternity leave and we
wish her and her family well for the pending ‘new arrival’.
Dimitri Pontikas returns as our Aboriginal Education
Teacher (AET) – welcome back to you and thanks to Vu
Nguyen who did the role whilst you were away
Maria Del Castillo returns from long service leave –
welcome back to you and thanks to Jessica Maslin who
taught your classes.

Lastly, we wish our Year 12 cohort all the best with their
upcoming examinations. Put simply, preparation prevents poor
performance – work hard, use your class time to clarify thinking,
your study time on A floor revising and supporting each other
and your weekends working through past exam questions so
that you are prepared to show what you know and have learnt
and to maximise your results. The PGHS
learning community wishes you every success.
Mike George
Acting Principal

City to Bay Fun Run
The City to Bay is the largest fun run in South-Australia. Eighteen students from the school entered in this event and were able to
choose between the 6km or 12km run, with most students choosing to do the 12km run. This event was held on Sunday, 16th of
September, with up to 40,000 participants. Most of the students who entered have been saying how they enjoyed it, as well as
their legs being in agony! However, all were in high spirits and would participate again next year. All participants also received freebies at the end and a medal for completing the event. Overall, the day turned out great, the weather was nice and the
school provided the students with a free sausage sizzle.
.
This year was my second year completing the 12km run. I personally enjoyed the City to Bay because it makes me push myself harder to keep
running until I complete the run. Throughout the whole run, I jogged then
sprinted, without walking at any stage. Last year I also jogged/sprinted
the whole run, which is such a huge achievement in my opinion, since I
don’t run much. Due to the fact I did it last year I set myself a goal in completing it in 1 hour and 20 minutes (80 minutes). This gave me motivation
to keep running and in the end I finished the run in the time I set. It is
such a great experience and I think more people should be encouraged
to enter the event.
Congratulations to everyone who participated and to our fastest student
Alejandro Valdivia on completing the 12km at 1:02:56!!
Janika, year 11 student

URGENT! FINAL NOTICE
UNPAID SCHOOL FEES

Student Early pickup or Departure
If your child needs to be picked up early from school or leave early
for an appointment, please place a note in your child’s diary so the
class teacher can be informed of this early departure. The teacher
will send the student to Student Services to sign out in time for them
to leave early.

PGHS Uniform Policy
As you may be aware, the Year Level Coordinators (YLC’s) have put steps in
place to support students in meeting our uniform expectations. We started this
process by conducting a uniform audit on Monday (28/5), and this has been
ongoing since that date. Students have been issued with blue
‘Uniform Warning’ slips in which the following information is provided:
 Student name and current date
 A date for review - approximately 2 weeks from when the warning was
issued to allow students/parents enough time to indicate progress
 Payment plan procedure for students needing uniform items.
 Space for parents to sign and acknowledge information, and to record
any necessary comments.
The school’s uniform policy is also available on the PGHS website, however
there have been some amendments to this which will hopefully support
students better in meeting the expected standard. Below is a list of some of
the main areas for clarification:
Hoodies/jumpers underneath PGHS polos – now acceptable provided
they are the same colour as the school uniform (i.e. white or navy –
not black or grey). They must also have no visible logos or brand
names showing, and hoods must be tucked in. All other items of
clothing worn on top must be school issued.
Active wear/leggings – Not allowed under any circumstances, however if
they require them for Physical Education or Dance, they can bring
these to change into and then change back into their school uniform
after their lesson.
Pants/trackies - Only navy allowed. Small logos (i.e. Adidas or Nike at
the top) are acceptable, however patterns (i.e. three Adidas stripes
down the sides) and large logos are not allowed. Jeans of any colour
are not acceptable.
Hats - We will not be issuing warning slips to students wearing hats, as
we feel this is a matter of teacher preference. If a teacher prefers no
hats in class, the student is required to comply. In the yard during
lunch, recess and after school hats are always acceptable.
School Tops - Students are required to wear either of the school polos,
and are permitted to wear tops for programs with which the school is
associated (Dream It, SAASTA etc.).
Shoes – Anything goes providing it is enclosed and school appropriate.
A text message has also been sent home to all parents at PGHS informing
them of the process that is in place to support our students. For any areas
needing clarification please contact the school on 8258 9855

WHOLE SCHOOL FREE BREAKFAST
MONDAYS, TUESDAYS & FRIDAYS
On the B Floor from 8:00am - 8:30am
Bring your friends, enjoy good food,
warmth, music and each other’s company!!

Payment Options:
 Complete a School Card 2018 Application
*If you were eligible in 2017, you must
apply for this year, at this school. Please
return your application form as a matter of
urgency.
 Credit Card via telephone/mail





Internet Banking via www.pghs.sa.edu.au
Cash/Cheque/Money Order/EFTPOS
Complete an online Centrepay Application
via your MyGov account
(direct debit from Centrelink Payments)

Please contact Mrs Dianne Hill to arrange one of
the above payment options. Phone: 8258 9855

School fees are compulsory and represent
costs for materials and services that are
provided for your child(ren) to undertake the
fundamental elements of educational courses.
Please note all unpaid accounts have been
processed and sent to DECD debt recovery
for action. Thank you.
Mike George
Principal

Uniform Shop Opening Hours

Trading Hours - Terms 1 & 4
Every Monday, Tuesday, & Friday 8am - 9am
Mobile Phone onsite during opening hours only
0431 001 260
Devon Clothing Head Office
08 8350 7900

*NEW UNIFORM ADDITION*
Chino Pants - $47.00
Boys sizes 72R –127R
Girls sizes 6 –26

Changed Details?
Please provide the school with your new
contact details immediately so we can
update our records as you may not be
receiving important information by email,
phone, or post.

Student Absences
Parents / Caregivers - Please contact the
school on the morning of your child’s
absence and put a note in their diary.
Thank you.

Parents Get Together
Parafield Garden High School invited parents from multicultural communities to participate in the Parents Get Together
sessions. The first gathering was on Wednesday evening, the 19th of September. The second one hosted parents on the
following Thursday morning. It was spread over two sessions to accommodate parents' availability.
The main goal of these sessions was for our guests to meet and to be introduced to Acting Principal Mike George, deputy
principal Nick Zissopoulos, the VET coordinator, year level coordinators, counsellors, bilingual SSOs, community liaison officers
and workers from several Government and non-government agencies that support parents and students from multicultural
backgrounds.

Both sessions provided the opportunity for parents to participate in sharing ideas and views as to how Parafield Gardens High
School could provide the best possible support for their children to accomplish their goals and reach their full potential. This
interaction between invited guests and our team of support providers was very vibrant and intense. Many people collaborated in
a joint effort to create the most engaging future environment for our students.
In addition, parents could select activities provided by Parafield Garden High School that might expand their understanding of
the education system in our school. Many parents opted to learn more about the Google Classroom and Daymap, the systems
providing information about lesson plans and assessments. Some parents signed up to undertake computer classes. A number
of our visitors were interested in the Governing Council, as well as the Parents and Friends Committee which offers fundraising
and volunteering opportunities.
A total of 33 families attended
sessions were offered:








and the following

Computer classes
Google classroom
Daymap
Parenting skills workshop
Governing council
Gambling awareness workshop
Parents and Friend Committee

.

Thanks to the efforts of Mr Sothea Lam who created and coordinated these events, as well as PGHS educators, liaison officers
and support workers. Both sessions were very successful and some parents expressed their desire to repeat this experience in
the future.
Krystyna Haba, EALD teacher

Girls Try a Trade
Students from NASSSA participated in the PEER 'Girls Try a Trade' Day on the 14th September, supported by AGL.
A great success and well organised day. This opportunity was embraced by females in our schools with them taking part in a
safety briefing, orientated onto the work site, had ample time during sessions to ask questions about training, jobs in
apprenticeships and do hands on activities during the day at PEER, Albert Park in the areas of plumbing, refrigeration and
electrical/data communications.
Students were very grateful for this opportunity which was a joint initiative of PEER using Inspiring the Futures of Young Women
with NASSSA and other schools

STAGE 1 CHEMISTRY PRACTICALS AT PARALOWIE R-12 SCHOOL
On Friday 7th September Mr. Lewis took 12 Stage 2 Chemistry students to Northern Adelaide Senior College to do a
summative practical. This was necessary due to the STEM works, and hence the unavailability of our Science Laboratories.
We performed an Enthalpy of Combustion of Alcohols practical which the students had to design themselves. The students
enjoyed doing some practical work as we have been able to do so little this year.
Thanks must go to our laboratory technician Wayne McCarthy and his counterpart at NASC Zachary Wren, for setting
everything up for us. An enjoyable and productive time was had by all.
John Lewis, Senior, Chemistry teacher

International Youth Science Forum
Last month I was given the opportunity to travel to London with 33 other
Australian year 12 students to attend the London International Youth Science
Forum (LIYSF). The LIYSF is a two-week residential program that
accommodates 500 students from all over the world. While I was at the LIYSF, I
was given the opportunity to attend a variety of lecture demonstrations from
leading scientists, as well as visit world class laboratories and universities; such
as the University of Cambridge, the University of Oxford, the National
Oceanography Centre, and the British Antarctic Survey, to name a few.
Aside from the scientific aspect however, attending the LIYSF gave me the
opportunity to visit many significant British landmarks and immerse myself in the
cultural atmosphere that accompanied the multi-cultural forum. The LIYSF was a
diverse and exciting programme, that further enhanced my understanding of the
science industry. The forum was an amazing opportunity that I will cherish for a
lifetime.
Hannah, year 12 student

Year 12 Term 3 Holiday Program Time Table
Monday 1/10

School Closed

Tuesday 2/10

Wednesday 3/10

Thursday 4/10

Mr McPhee:
Maths 10-1pm

Mr Tsotsis:
Maths 9-12pm

Ms Kaur:
IT 10-2pm

Mr Irizarry:
Music 10-2pm

Mr Mason:
Mod History 10-2pm

Mr Irizarry:
Music 10-2pm

Ms Harding:
Biology 9-2pm

Ms Harding
Biology/RP 9-2pm

Mr Stewart:
Society and Culture/
RP
9:30- TBC

Mr Lewis:
Chemistry 9-2pm

Ms Cannon:
Psychology
Community Studies
11-3pm
Ms Chester:
Jewellery 9-3pm

Ms Chester:
Jewellery 9-3pm

Tuesday 9/10

Wednesday 10/10

Thursday 11/10

Ms Russo:
RP/ Maths
10-2:30pm

Ms Russo:
RP/ Maths
10-2:30pm

Ms Russo:
RP/ Maths
10-2:30pm

Ms Russo:
RP/ Maths
10-2:30pm

Mr Demertzis:
Physics 10-3pm

Mr Mcphee:
10-12:30pm
Practice Exam

Ms Lennerth:
Mod Sace
All day

Ms Kaur:
IT 10-2pm

Ms Lennerth:
Mod Sace
All day

Mr Mason:
Mod History 10-2pm

Mr Irizarry:
Music 10-2pm
Ms Cannon:
Psychology 11-3pm

Mr Lewis:
Chemistry 9-2pm
Mr Stewart:
Society and Culture/
RP
9:30- TBC

Mr George:
PE and Comm
studies PE 9-2:30pm
Mr Demertzis:
Spec Maths
10-3pm
Mr Irizarry:
Music 10-2pm
Mr Carter:
Scientific St/ Maths
10-2pm
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School
Closed

Ms Cannon:
Psychology 11-3pm

Monday 8/10

Mr Crilley:
Sport Studies
10-2pm

Friday 5/10

Friday 12/10

School
closed

