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National Youth Science Forum
National Youth Science Forum (NYSF) is a national organisation which enjoys
high level support with the Chief Scientist of Australia as its Science Patron. The
NYSF aims to nurture and encourage young Australians to be the next generation
of leading scientists and engineers.
This year Siddarth (Sid) Dabiru, in Year 11, was nominated by Parafield Gardens
High School to attend the NYSF. The Mawson Lakes Rotary Club agreed to sponsor Sid and he successfully made it through the district selections.
This year 6 districts offered a position on the Rotary Science and Technology Forum in Auckland, New Zealand, in January 2015. After discussions with the District Selection Committee, an offer was made to Sid to attend. Sid will be one of
six Australian students attending the Rotary Science and Technology Forum in
Auckland.
On behalf of the PGHS community, we would like to congratulate Sid on winning this opportunity to be involved in
this international forum.

Newsletter
Calendar
October 13th
Term 4 Commences
October 20th
Parent/Teacher Interviews
1:30pm - 6:30pm
November 3rd to 25th
Year 12 Exams
November 17th
Year 12 Farewell Breakfast
November 18th to 20th
Year 8 & 9 Exams

Kay Giulianetti
Acceleration Program

Year 12 Dance Performance
Our Year 12 dance students performed, ‘To the End of the
Earth’, on Wednesday 3rd September with Salisbury East
High School. The students’ performance was well received and contributed to 30% of their overall grades. Our
year 10 and 11 dance students also performed on the
night, supporting the year 12 dancers. All dancers gave an
outstanding performance on the night and represented our
school in a professional and friendly manner.
Jenna English
Dance Teacher

November 18th to 21st
Year 11 Exams
November 24th & 25th
Year 10 Exams
November 26th
Presentation Night
November 28th
Year 7 Transition Day
December 1st & 2nd
Devon Uniform Sale Days
2:30pm to 4:30pm
December 8th
Year 8 Panel Presentations
December 9th
Year 9 Panel Presentations
December 10th to 12th
Short Courses (Years 8 & 9)
December 12th
Last Day of Term 4
Dismissal at 2:05pm
Reports Posted Home
January 27th, 2015 (Tuesday)
Term 1 Commences
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Principal’s Message …
Welcome to the last newsletter for Term 3. It
has been a purposeful and rewarding term
for our students and staff. I would personally
like once again to thank our dedicated staff
for their continued commitment to their
students.
It is with great delight that I can advise you
that I have been re-appointed as Principal at
PGHS for the next 5 years. I have been very
privileged working with everyone, where
together we have achieved significant inroads in supporting, nurturing and improving
outcomes for every student. I am looking
forward to what we as a school community
can continue to build in the future.

Visits to our school

The High Impact Local Learning
Systems (HILLS) Project – The Mitchell
Institute and Centre for Strategic Education /
Melbourne University.
You were informed last newsletter that our
school was nominated by DECD (the only
school in the state) to be researched in
relation to the collaborative partnerships we
have developed and promoted that have
resulted
in
significant
improved
outcomes of our students. In week 6 of
this term, 5 team members from Victoria and
South Australia interviewed key personnel at
our school, including representatives of
external partnerships, and documented their
initial findings. These initial findings will be
shared with Tony Harrison:, CE of DECD in a
round-table meeting along with other DECD
personnel, culminating in a National Report.
Once we have received the Report I will
share this with the community.

On Tuesday 14th October our school will be
hosting a visit form the Queensland
Education Leadership Institute. Ten
Education Directors have expressed an
interest in visiting schools that have
performed well, or that have made
significant improvement against the
National School Improvement Tool*. We
welcome these visits/visitors to our school as
the two-way dialogue provides our school
with an opportunity both to reflect on our
outcomes and to consider further our future
directions.

Student Achievement

Term 3 Reports will accompany this
newsletter for all students years 8-12.
Subject Teacher / Parent interviews for
students years 8-11 will be conducted on
Monday 20th October (Week 2, Term 4). I
strongly encourage all parents/caregivers to
book appointments for teacher interviews.
Information for booking the teacher
interviews is also enclosed.
The opportunities to discuss, in detail, both
your child’s current academic attainment and
areas for continued development with the
subject teacher/s is invaluable.
The year 9 student NAPLAN results
arrived two weeks ago and have been posted
to parents. The school summary report
indicates that we have maintained solid
results in all Literacy strands for this
current cohort. Of particular note is our
students’ achievement in numeracy with
91% at or above the national minimum
standard. An individual conversation with all
students will be facilitated, to reflect on test
results and to provide feedback on steps and
strategies for literacy and numeracy
improvement.

(cont.)

The students in years 8-11 have all completed their subject selections
for 2015. Students have been identified by their teachers and nominated
for Acceleration in their identified subjects for next year. (Students are
accelerated 1-2 year levels above their normal progression) For

students who would still like to have the opportunity to selfnominate, I recommend that you, as parents discuss this with your
child and relevant subject teacher. If you would like further information
please contact: Ms Kay Giulianetti on 82589855.

Library News
This term has been a busy one in the library. Our Premier’s
Reading Challenge readers have completed their entries.
Thankyou, in particular, to Ms Sundar’s classes for their many
entries in the PRC. Congratulations to all of those students who
took part in the Challenge. The PRC has ended for 2014 and
students will receive their awards by the end of November.

Year 12 students

Year 12 students should now be undertaking their final preparation for
exams and the completion of tasks. I would like to remind and
encourage our students to remain committed and focussed on their
studies during their break. Several teachers are offering extra sessions
in the holidays to support students in completing and revising their
work. We wish the class of 2014 well in their exams and final
moderation.

Nanette van Ruiten
Principal

Japanese Mobara Visit
During Week 3 of this term, the school participated in the Sister City Exchange Program
with Mobara City, Japan. A total of 28 students and 3 teachers came to visit and participated in classes over a span of 2 days. Students, especially those in middle school, were
given opportunities to meet and mingle with our visitors, who greatly enjoyed their stay.
The students from Mobara were able to join a range of classes in order to learn about
Australian life, education and culture.
The school would like to thank all of the families who participated in hosting a student
from Japan. Without their support, we would have not been able to succeed with this program.
We are also pleased to receive feedback from the host families – we are glad that everyone was able to enjoy themselves and have a good time. Below is a testimonial that a family has allowed us to share with everyone.
“We found Misao to be a lovely, bright and happy girl who did not hesitate to
fit into our way of life. We had no problems communicating with her and she
insisted on cooking some meals for us.”
Lastly, we would also like to thank the students for creating such a welcoming, wonderful atmosphere for our visitors.

If you have a recurring payment setup please
change your payments to the new banking details.
Bank SA

BSB: 105-158 Account: 589 001 740

Add details: Student ID/reason
Example: 140999/fees

URGENT!!! UNPAID SCHOOL FEES
Payment Options:


End of Term

Lastly I would like to inform you that I am taking
leave for the first 3 weeks of next term. Angie
Michael – Deputy Principal will be Acting Principal
during this time. We wish all the members of our
learning community a safe and happy holiday and
look forward to next term.

FINANCE MATTERS;
Change of internet banking details

The library also ran a Book Report Competition this year to
coincide with the PRC. Congratulations to the winners Christine
May and Jordy Henderson-Ross; they each received a Target
voucher and you can read their book reports on the library display board.
This year’s theme for Book Week was “Connect to Reading” (see the display on the right). Students are encouraged to
read and make connections between what they read, and other
things they think, feel, know of.
We are continuing to update our print and digital resources in
order to provide our students with the best possible learning outcomes and remember:

KEEP CALM AND READ A BOOK
Christine Bourn
Librarian

SRC Report
This term has been a busy one. As the term winds to a close, it
is important to recognise the important role that two of our
PGHS school captains, Eden Harrison and Brett Trevorrow,
have played representing our school on the Youth Action Team
for the Northern Adelaide State Secondary Schools Alliance
(NASSSA). Student voice is a vital component of the life of
both individual schools and the networks within which they operate, and we are grateful for their contribution to this process.
The process of nominating and voting on our student representatives for Years 9-12 in 2015 begins Term 4. Year 8’s will elect
their representative toward the end of Term 1, 2015. If your
child considers that they can bring a valuable voice to this important advisory body, then I strongly encourage them to have a
conversation with me or any of the current student representatives to discuss how best they can contribute.
Wayne Bickley
SRC Manager






Complete a School Card 2014 Application
*If you were eligible in 2013, you must apply for
this year, at this school. Please return your
application form as a matter of urgency.
Credit Card via telephone/mail
Internet Banking
Cash/Cheque/Money Order/EFTPOS
Complete a Centrepay Application
(direct debit from Centrelink Payments)

Please contact Mrs Dianne Hill to arrange one of the
above payment options. Phone: 8258 9855
Please Note: All unpaid accounts have been sent to
DECD for action on 1st July. Parents will be
responsible for all court costs.
School fees are compulsory and represent costs for
materials and services that are provided for your child
(ren) to undertake the fundamental elements of
educational courses.
Nanette van Ruiten
Principal

Steve Andrews
Chairperson,
Governing Council

Finance Office Opening Times
Monday to Friday
8:15am - 8:45am 10:35am - 10:55am
(for student payments)
Parents/Caregivers welcome at any time!
Located to the right of Student Services

Changed details?
Please provide the school with your new
contact details immediately so we can update
our records as you may not be receiving
important information by post or phone.
Phone: 8258 9855

Student Absences
A quick reminder to Parents and Caregivers
to Please ring the school on the morning of
your child’s absence and put a note in their
diary. Thank you Phone: 8258 9855

