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Techniques to make you smarter and achieve higher grades
There are a variety of ways students can help
themselves to learn their subject material more
effectively. Two ways that our students have
successfully used recently include mind-mapping
and group learning. Both methods help students to
plan, reflect, understand and improve their learning
of what can sometimes be quite difficult material.
Both methods help to make learning more meaningful and enjoyable.

When students actively learn with their peers, they are
better able to gauge and clarify their understanding of
difficult concepts. The pictures below show seven of our
year twelve Mathematical Studies students collaborating
and working on complex questions. By working together
and helping each other in their study group once a week,
these students have the opportunity to broaden and
deepen their learning.

Mindmaps
Mindmaps are an effective tool to identify what a
student already understands and map out what they
still need to know. The mindmap here, produced by
year twelve student, Jade Noyes, in preparation for a
Biology test helped her map out her learning and
sharpen her memory. It included the concepts taught
in class and how they connected to each other.
Mindmaps are a very useful way to consolidate
learning.

Nick Zissopoulos
Head of Senior School
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Principal’s Message …

Term 2
Calendar
June 6th
Regional Closure Day
June 9th
Queen’s Birthday
Public Holiday
June 10th to June 12th
Year 8 & 9 Exams
June 12th & 13th
Year 10 Exams
June 16th to 20th
Year 11 Exams
June 18th
Performing Arts Night
June 23rd
Semester 2 Begins
June 27th
Year 12 Formal
Student Free Day
June 30th to July 4th
NAIDOC Week
July 4th
Last day of Term 2
Dismissal at 2:05pm
July 21st
First Day of Term 3

Since arriving at our school 14 years ago
and being in the privileged position of
Principal for the past 7 years, I am
proudly reflecting on the significant
journey of improvement our school has
been on and the outstanding personal
and collective achievements of our
students and staff, present and past.
I believe the ‘key’ to our success has
grown out of considering the dynamic
relationship between the heart and mind
and their essential place in the
education of every student. Our school
continues to provide the conditions for
learning that carefully cultivate the
emotional and social intelligence, inner
well-being, as well as academic
excellence for every student.
As teachers we are in a very honoured
position in that we have an amazing
opportunity to have a positive influence
with the students we teach and mentor
every day. The vital partnership between
teachers and parents to support the best
outcomes for each young person is one
we highly value and encourage.
As I’ve said often our teachers and
support staff regularly go above and
beyond expectations to provide the high
quality learning and support, to
encourage each student to strive for
their personal best.
A lot of our past students come back and
visit our teachers, the teachers that made
a significant impact in their lives, the

teacher/s they saw as their ‘Champion’,
the teacher/s who wouldn’t and didn’t
accept less than both their students’
and their own personal best.
An example of this positive
influence is articulated in the letter
that I received from a past student,
Trish Jenkins in 2012. Please take
time to read this letter in this
newsletter and find out where she is
now and what she is doing. It’s what
others say about our school, it’s other
people’s views and perspectives that
are important .................
I would like to personally congratulate
all the students who achieved their
personal best last term. We can’t
always win the ‘trophy’, however, if we
continue to learn from our failures and
do better next time we are winners.
Congratulations to the Top 5 GPA
achievers for each year level, Term 1,
highlighted in this newsletter. At the
end of term 2 reports we will highlight
every student who has made an
improvement in their GPA of 5 points or
more.
Nanette van Ruiten
Principal

Uniform

World Challenge Fundraiser

At Parafield Gardens High School we very
much pride ourselves on our smart
uniform and our student compliance to
wearing the uniform. With the onset of the
colder weather, students need to be
reminded that ‘hoodies’, coloured long
sleeve shirts worn under the summer top
and ‘leggings’ are unacceptable.

There will be entertainment, stalls, food and drinks after
school on Thursday the 19thof June from 3:05pm-5:30pm
to help raise money for students travelling to Fiji in
November, 2014. The stalls include Tie Dye shirts,
students’ artwork, Cadbury chocolates, food and drinks.
The fundraiser will be held in the Drama space and entry
is by gold coin donation.

Any students not in complete uniform
will be required to change into uniform
supplied by the school on that
particular day. For any clarification
please refer to our uniform requirements
which are clearly stated in the student
diary and on the school website.

Charley Newton will be selling the Tie Dye shirts.
Men’s sizes - S, M, L, XL and XXL
Women’s Sizes - 8, 10 and 12
Premade shirts will be available for sale at the fundraiser
for $20 or you can place an order on Charley’s website,
www.tiedyecharley1.webs.com
There
are
also
babies’ and children’s
sizes available on the
website. Hope to see
you there!

VET IN SCHOOL
VET stands for Vocational Education and Training.
In other words, VET is education and training that gives students the skills and
knowledge for work.

WHY STUDY VET?
VET is an excellent choice of study for many students. It always includes practical,
hands-on learning, which suits many students, and it also leads to excellent jobs in a
huge array of fields.
Studying VET as part of the SACE gives students a head-start in gaining a
qualification, which is a great way to fast-track progress towards a rewarding career.

HOW DOES VET COUNT TOWARDS SACE CREDITS?
The SACE is designed to give students increased flexibility, including greater opportunities to have diverse
forms of learning and achievement recognised. The SACE enables students to include a significant
amount of VET in their SACE studies. Students can gain up to 180 SACE credits at Stage 1 and/or Stage 2
for successfully completed VET.
These recognition arrangements help students to build coherent pathways in the SACE through VET, and
encourage students to complete, or make significant progress towards completing, VET qualifications while
completing the SACE. Each qualification is different, with varying compulsory and elective options, so the
number of SACE credits to be gained varies according to the VET qualification a student is studying. 20 credits
of a completed Certificate III course can be used towards a student’s university entrance score.
You can find all the information you need about SACE at sace.sa.edu.au

WHEN SHOULD STUDENTS START THINKING AND APPLYING FOR VET COURSES?

Sister City Exchange Program

Performing Arts Night 2014
The 2014 Performing Arts Night will be held on
Wednesday the 18th of June starting at 7pm at the
Shedley Theatre in Elizabeth.
Students will be showcasing their work in Dance,
Drama and Music. Tickets are available for purchase
from
Mrs
Hill
in
Student
Services
for
$5 (GST inclusive).
As seating is allocated, there will be a
seating map available to assist when
purchasing tickets for
the
performance.
Please come along
and support the students.
We look forward to
what has always
been an entertaining
night!

This year, Parafield Gardens High School will be
participating in Salisbury’s Sister City Program with
Mobara, Japan. The exchange will give our students the
opportunity to learn about new and different cultures and
broaden their understanding about the world.
There will be a total of 28 students and 4 teachers arriving
on the 31st of July and they will be attending classes at
PGHS on the 4th and 5th of August. Their stay will be for
one week in total. We are very excited to give the
Japanese exchange students a warm welcome to our
school and encourage students to interact with them
during their time here.
We are also currently organising the opportunity for our
students to go on a short exchange next year. Dates and
prices are still undecided, but students are welcome to
register their interest. We will give priority to students from
families that have registered as home stay families, but it
is not a requirement.

The 2015 Application forms for VET courses will be available for students during subject selection in
term 3. Year 9, 10 and 11 students are able to apply and should start thinking about VET courses now.
Parafield Gardens High School offers the following VET courses at school:
 Certificate II in Engineering - Production Technology - partial (Year 1)
 Certificate III in Engineering - ProductionTechnology partial (Year 2)
 Certificate II in Electrotechnology (Career Start) - Instrumentation focus – partial
 Certificate II in Sport and Recreation
 Certificate II in Music
 Certificate II in Dance
There are also a number of external courses that our students can apply for.
Northern Adelaide State Secondary Schools Alliance (NASSSA) coordinates a large number of courses in a
wide range of industries on behalf of the schools in the region.
Go to – http://nasssa.eschoolsolutions.com.au/pages/public/courses.aspx
Contact the VET Coordinator for more information about VET courses.

VET PRIZES


The Australian Vocational Student Prize gives national recognition to achievements in vocational
training completed by students in secondary education, particularly those in senior secondary years. Five
hundred prizes, of a certificate and $2000, are available nationally each year. The best of these
students will be selected for the Prime Minister’s Award for Skills Excellence in School which carries a
prize of an additional $2000.
Each year schools are invited to nominate 4 students who have chosen to do practical, vocational training
while completing their senior secondary studies.
******All 4 of our nominated students won a certificate and $2000******
Congratulations to:
 Ali Ranjbar
 Corey Errington
 Cody Hamlyn
 Acacia Spiller



PGHS VET awards are awarded to students at presentation night. Awards are presented to students who
have shown a high standard of achievement and dedication while keeping up with their school subjects.

The school is still taking applications for host families until
the 13th of June. If you are interested in hosting a student,
please contact the school and ask to speak with Glenda
Grande or Kathryn Popovich. If you cannot host a student
at this time but are interested in future opportunities, you
can register your interest for future programs.

Top 5 GPA Achievers for Term 1

YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE
WHY IS WORK EXPERIENCE IMPORTANT?






Introduces students to a specific industry
Identifies if this industry is right or wrong for them
Gives students a taste of full-time work
Promotes the importance of punctuality, honesty and responsibility
Improves confidence and employment related skills such as communication, initiative, trust and reliability.

FINDING WORK EXPERIENCE






DATES: TERM 3, WEEK 2, 28th July – 1st August 2014
Do you:
already know what your career path will be?
have a few ideas in mind but don't know which one to choose?
have no idea!!!
Haven’t considered a pathway yet?
Go to - http://www.skills.sa.gov.au

WORK EXPERIENCE CAN INFLUENCE AND LINK YOUR
FUTURE SUBJECT CHOICES TO YOUR DESIRED PATHWAY








STAGE 1 AND 2 SUBJECTS
UNI
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (VET)
TGSS
ASBA/TRAINEESHIP
TAFE
EMPLOYMENT

HOW CAN PARENTS/CAREGIVERS HELP?
Work experience information has now been sent home to all year 10 parents/caregivers.
You can help your child by encouraging them to organise their work placements as soon as possible.
You could also help our students if you
 own your own business,
 work for an employer or if you
 know of a work place that would be happy to offer a placement to our students.
Contact the VET Coordinator or the PLP Coordinator for more information about work experience.

At the whole school assembly in week 2 of this term,
the following students received awards for the Top 5
GPA scores in their year level for Term 1.
Students who are in an accelerated subject (1 year
level above the year level they are in) receive an extra
3 GPA points for each accelerated subject, and as a
result, 2 students have acquired a GPA score over
100.
Congratulations to the following award winners:
Year 8
Christna Heng
Hannah Innes
Ariki Pare Joseph

93.3
91.4
90.5
Steffany Saengmanypheth 89.5
Catelyn Brook
88.6
Ashleigh Olsen
88.6

th

On Monday 26 May, thirteen members of the SCRIBES
English Club participated in an excursion to Dymocks
bookshop, the Adelaide University Reading Room and the
Art Gallery of South Australia.
Mr Mark Fisher, the Art Gallery’s education officer, invited
the Scribers to attend an upcoming exhibition and write
reviews for the Gallery’s e-learning news site. This week, Dr
Stephanie Hester from Adelaide University will address
SCRIBES and talk to them about The Salisbury Writers’
Competition. Last year, SCRIBES members won both the
Senior and Junior categories in the competition and we are
looking to repeat that success this year.

at supporting younger students in other schools who want
to improve their literacy skills. SCRIBES would like to thank
Ms Byrne who accompanied them on the day.

Also, in conjunction with The Smith Family several Scribers
will be helping to run a cross-age mentoring program aimed

Mr Thomson
on behalf of SCRIBES

Payment Options:







Complete a School Card 2014 Application
*If you were eligible in 2013, you must apply
for this year, at this school. Please return
your application form as a matter of urgency.
Credit Card via telephone/mail
Internet Banking
Cash/Cheque/Money Order/EFTPOS
Complete a Centrepay Application
(direct debit from Centrelink Payments)

Please contact Mrs Dianne Hill to arrange one of
the above payment options. Phone: 8258 9855
Please Note: All unpaid accounts will be sent to
DECD for action on 1st July. Parents will be
responsible for all court costs.

Year 9
Peter Jensen
Debbie Cao
Tino Pare Joseph
Dhvani Shah
Xiu Ying Tan
Nicole Torres

102.3 (3 accelerated subjects)
96.2
95.2
94.3
88.6
88.6

Year 10
Theodore Velkos
Jake Beard
Jennifer May
Jade Birmingham
Kristina Lizoguboff

101.6
97.3
95.4
94.4
93.3

(2 accelerated subjects)
(1 accelerated subject)
(1 accelerated subject)
(1 accelerated subject)

Year 11
Abigail De Vera
Donna Dedic
Beatrice Aurelia
Shannon Stuckey
Julia Cao

99.3
96.3
93.0
92.2
91.1

(2 accelerated subjects)
(1 accelerated subject)
(1 accelerated subject)
(3 accelerated subjects)

Year 12
Irsan Rasidi
Marko Stojanovic
Patricia Imatani
Lisa Cao
Georgia Foster

SCRIBES Big Day Out

URGENT!!! UNPAID
SCHOOL FEES

School fees are compulsory and represent costs for
materials and services that are provided for your
child(ren) to undertake the fundamental elements of
educational courses.
Nanette van Ruiten
Principal

Steve Andrews
Chairperson,
Governing Council

Finance Office Opening Times
Monday - Friday
8:15am - 8:45am
10:35am - 10:55am
(for student payments)
Parents/Caregivers welcome at any time!
Located to the right of Student Services

Uniform Shop Opening Times
96.0
92.0
90.7
90.0
90.0

There will be NO school on the
following days:
Friday 6th June - Regional Closure Day
Monday 9th June - Queens Birthday
Friday 27th June - Student Free Day

Monday 8:00am - 9:00am
Wednesday 8:00am - 9:00am
Friday 8:00am - 9:00am
(Term time only)
Price lists available from Student Services
Devon Clothing: 8294 2022

Student Absences
A quick reminder to Parents and
Caregivers to Please ring the school on
the morning of your child’s absence and
put a note in their diary. Thank you
Phone: 8258 9855

Open Night 2014
Our students steal the show Again!
The 2014 Open Night was another great exhibition
of our school at work. The relationships between
staff and students were again a real highlight with
88 students showcasing their talents and interests
as snapshots of Parafield Gardens High School life
in their own time.
Our students, who are our greatest advertisement,
were involved in many activities with their
teachers:
→ Tour guides (SRC)
→ Cooking ‘multicultural tea’
→ Art exhibition
→ Music performances
→ Dance performances
→ Singing
→ Technology Studies workshops
→ Science demonstrations
→ Year 12 lessons
→ Sporting ‘round robin’ competitions
→ Interactive displays

Thankyou to our dedicated staff for their time,
passion and enthusiasm to “open their doors”
to the families who braved the weather to see
our vibrant school in action.
Mike George
Senior Leader – Middle School

AIME
Treena Clark, the Program
Manager for AIME Northern
Adelaide came in to our
school and presented us
with a framed hoody for our
participation with AIME in
2013. Our next session for
AIME is in week 7, Friday
June 20th.
SAASTA
Our students who have been participating in the SAASTA
program at the Mawson Lakes Academy have taken part in
the Power Cup. Our students spent two days at Alberton
Oval playing football against other schools from across
South Australia in the Power Cup Carnival. On the third day
students attended a presentation at the Uni SA City West
Campus, then went on a Cultural walk throughout Adelaide
before attending the Port Adelaide vs Hawthorn game at
Adelaide Oval. Before the game started the grand finalists
from the carnival played on Adelaide Oval then all schools
took part in the Cultural performance.

Year 8 Camp
The 2014 Year 8 Camp was a great opportunity for students to
develop their skills, identity and confidence in a fun and active
social environment. As year level coordinator, I enjoyed the chance
to get to know the students in a different context and see them
building relationships and developing their sense of community
while having fun.
We started at Greenhills Adventure Park, where we were able to
enjoy the mild weather and make use of the paddle boats, go-karts
and other activities. A number of students also enjoyed some action
on the water-slides. Later in the camp we spent an afternoon
working with the Sammy D Foundation, which is an organisation
that helps to empower youth to make safe choices and reach their
full potential. This was a fantastic learning experience for all the
students, whether they were familiar with Sammy D’s work, or
hearing about it for the first time.
Another memorable activity was the food challenge – everyone had
a great time watching each other dive into a jam donut hanging
from a string while blind-folded. We also went to the beach, and
enjoyed the scenery touring Granite Island.
The students were overwhelmingly positive in their interactions and
engagement with the camp activities. Some students were able to
get out of their comfort zones more than others, but all of them
were able to have a chance to do something different and take part
in various challenges.
Thanks to all the staff who came and supported the camp activities
and helped make it a success; they set up activities, devised torture
with lollies, supervised in freezing cold water and ran around
ensuring that events ran smoothly and the students’ well-being was
looked after. Thanks also to our camp mentors, Chloe Ireland,
Kathleen Hutchens, Jacqueline Phan, Brooke Thorpe, Beatrice
Aurelia, Shannon Stuckey, Taylor Soukhaphanh and Abigail de
Vera, all of whom are year 11 students who came to help mentor
the year 8 students.
Rayna Pryce
Year 8 Coordinator

SRC Report
It's been an exciting month for the SRC. We welcomed our newest representatives on
the SRC, from Year 8 Steffany Saengmanypheth
Kinghong Lim
Caitlin Robertson
Jerry Ho
We look forward to their valuable contributions throughout the year.
On Wednesday 7th May, 11 of the SRC members from Years 9 to 12 attended the
World Vision Global Leadership Convention at the Adelaide Entertainment Centre.
The GLC hopes to equip student leaders with new perspectives on being a global
citizen and inspire them about their capacity to effect change. The focus this year was
on the African nation of Rwanda, and its ongoing desperate poverty twenty years after
the genocide that took place there in 1994. Our students listened intently to many
passionate speakers, global youth ambassadors from Australia who travelled to
Rwanda to assist with Global Vision's work, and local
Rwandans who spoke about their experience of working
together to develop the nation out of its desperate poverty.
The students took part in a great shared activity,
mimicking aspects of life, trade and work to try to build a
perspective of the struggle of everyday life in a
subsistence economy. Many students spoke of being
extremely humbled and inspired by their experience at the
GLC, and discussions have begun in earnest about how
we can build on this passion and leadership to prepare the
ground for an outstanding 40-Hour Famine in August.
Wayne Bickley
SRC Manager

Casual Day - Thursday 5th June - Gold Coin Donation
No onesies or costumes
School appropriate clothing with closed footwear
The TRADE Schools for the Future program is an
education initiative that enables government high school students to
combine their South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE)
studies with Vocational and Education Training (VET) in the form of
a school-based apprenticeship or traineeship.
The Trade Schools for the Future program aims to ensure students
have genuine career pathways and that employers gain motivated,
trained and work-ready employees.
Specialist Apprenticeship Brokers are on hand at schools who link
students and employers in school-based apprenticeships and traineeships
Visit Brenton Roy (Apprenticeship Broker) or Vicki Demertzis in the
Trade School Office at Parafield Gardens for more information.

Start your career while
still at school

2014

2012
Dear Nanette van Ruiten,
My name is Trish Jenkins; I am a past student from Parafield Gardens High School. I graduated in
2009.
When I went to Parafield Gardens High School I had some amazing teachers. Quite a few of them
helped me get through school. Having a strong leader such as you showed me that people could
do whatever they wanted. Some of my favourite teachers in your school helped me through a lot of
issues I faced. Ms Corbo, Mr Zissopoulos, Mr Syed, Mrs Philippou, Mr Hill, Mr George, Mr
Demertzis, Mr Irizarry and Mr Bickley are absolutely stunning people and educators.
When I was at school I had my heart broken, dreams challenged and my life shattered, yet I’m still
standing strong, hoping to become an educator myself. I am studying at Flinders University doing a
Bachelor of Education and a Bachelor of Health Science. I’m majoring in Physical Education and
minoring in Mathematics. I strive to become a teacher like those within your school. The range of
pedagogies within your school is remarkable.
I would like to commend you on your amazing staff. Recently I had become aware of the flash
dance that was performed for the students. I believe that it must have taken some courage on the
teachers’ behalf, it looked great. The teacher band was formed the year before I left; I think that it is
a tremendous feat by you and your teachers to do these things. It is great to see teachers
interacting with students at the level that students can relate to. I am still in contact with a few of the
teachers listed above, that is how dedicated they are to their profession. Mr Hill still speaks to me
regularly, offering me help when I need it with my university studies, also helping me with insight
into the teaching profession.

My name is Trish Jenkins, I graduated in 2009 from Parafield Gardens High School. When I graduated, I did a TafeSA course that led to me becoming a nurse’s assistant and ward clerk. Since finishing
that course I have worked in the same hospital for four years. While working in this hospital, I learned
higher levels of compassion and ethics. After nursing for a year, I decided to go back to study (with
the encouragement from some friends and past teachers) to become an educator. In 2012 I started
studying at Flinders University, I am now half way through my 3 rd year of my double degree (4 years).
I write to you not to brag about my accomplishments, as I believe that anyone can accomplish this. I
write to you instead, to inform students at Parafield Gardens High School, and parents/guardians,
that you can do anything. As lame as it sounds, it is possible. It is never too late to do further study,
or to further improve yourself.
Whilst finishing my degrees, I’m also working at PGHS Monday and Wednesday afternoons, helping
students with their work in a range of topics. I am thankful for this opportunity to get to know the students and current staff. I believe this school has improved abundantly since I went here, and am
amazed at the student’s work ethics and levels of commitment to their studies. The copious amount
of possibilities and opportunities on offer for the current students of PGHS is wonderful to see as a
future educator. I look forward to seeing how to students of today change the world tomorrow.

The teachers mentioned above are the teachers who challenged, helped and encouraged me
through my schooling and they made a difference. It is because of them that I want to be a teacher.
I want to make a difference in the lives of others as they have made in mine. I am proud to say that
I came from Parafield Gardens High School, where the staff are all wonderful, the atmosphere is
cheerful and the grounds are kept clean.
I just wanted to write to you to tell you that I aspire to become a teacher like those teachers in your
school. I can only hope to become a part of a staff group as ‘cool’ as yours. I am privileged to have
been taught by those teachers, and I hope they know how appreciated they are.

Trish working with students in the Monday Tutorial Centre.

They could not have taught so well nor so passionately without a leader such as yourself. You have
done an amazing job with the school. I ask you to pat yourself on the back for that. Never lose your
passion, fierceness or ability to connect with your students. I hope to see you one day in the future
as an educator.
The laughter, tears and learning will never be forgotten.
Sincerely,
Trish Jenkins

Trish Jenkins

