NEWSLETTER
Issue 11
November 2018
2018 Calendar

School Sport

Principal’s Message

In week 4 PGHS had a visit from two Adelaide United
players who brought the FFA Cup to show students and
answer questions about being professional athletes.

It has been good to observe the use of
our new STEM centre by students and
staff. The space is bright, flexible and
has all the latest teaching and learning
aids. Student learning within the new
centre will certainly be enhanced and
the student experiences will contribute
to student success. Next week builders
will start dismantling walls on the top
floor of B Block to create exiting new
learning spaces.

November 23rd
Last Day for year 11
students
November 26th to 27th
Year 8 & 9 Exams
November 28th to 29th
Year 10 Exams
November 29th
Last day for year 10
students
November 30th
Year 7 to 8 transition Day

In week 5 the year 10 boys won the combined North and
North East Vista European Handball carnival with a
convincing 5-0 defeat of Sailsbury East high school in the
final.

December 14th
Last Day of Term for years
8&9
Early Dismissal 1:15pm

The Governing Council discussed the
Departments
new
Improvement
Planning process for schools and we
resolved to ask families what they think
are important areas of focus for us for
the next 3 years. Council will work on
this early next year and seek your
input.
Council
also
received
information and graphs showing our
improved learning results, improved
attendance and lower rates of
behavioural incidents (the lowest in the
last 7 years). More information will be
provided in our Annual report to be
published in term 1. Our Chair Kylie
Grenfell announced that she will be
leaving School Governing Council in
December to focus on her new role as
an elected member of the Salisbury
Council. We thanked her for her
leadership this year.

January 28th
Public Holiday - Australia
day
January 29th
First Day of Term 1
School starts 8:40am

2019 School Term
Dates
Term 1: 29th January
to 12 April
Term 2: 29th April to
5th July

Term 3: 22 July to
27th September
Term 4: 14th October
to 13th December

Recently I attended the Duke of
Edinburgh awards for bronze, silver
and gold recipients, at 1225 in
Salisbury. The program develops a
range of leadership, public speaking
and team skills. Our students have
worked really hard to achieve their
respective levels, ably supported by
Ms Popovich and Mr Lam. The
students were able to talk with great
conviction about what the program
means to them we at PGHS, and their
families were very proud of them. We
would like to thank 1225 staff,
Salisbury Council, and Mayor Gillian
Aldridge.

Continued page 2...

Year 8/9 boys indoor cricket champions,
23rd November.

Ph: (08) 8258 9855
www.pghs.sa.edu.au
dl.1137.info@schools.sa.edu.au
15 Shepherdson Road, Parafield Gardens SA 5107
www.facebook.com/pghsadelaide

Principal’s Message continued

PGHS Uniform Policy

Katherine Margach also announced that she will
be retiring at the end of the year after 6 years of
service to the school and we thank her for her
diligent and thoughtful service to the school. Next
year we will be looking for new parent members.
Please consider it as you have an important voice
that we value highly.

As you may be aware, the Year Level Coordinators (YLC’s) have put
steps in place to support students in meeting our uniform expectations.
We started this process by conducting a uniform audit on Monday (28/5),
and this has been ongoing since that date. Students have been issued
with blue ‘Uniform
Warning’ slips in which the following information is
provided:

On Tuesday we farewelled our Year 12’s who have
been a great group of students over the years. We
thanked them for their contributions to the school.
They thanked their teachers and SSO’s for being
so helpful and supportive, and the school for
having such good programs. We feel as a school
that we have set them up well
for
employment,
further
learning and to make a great
contribution to civic life. Best
wishes to them all.
Martin Lippett
Principal

Uniform Shop Opening Hours

Trading Hours -Terms 1 & 4
Monday, Tuesday, & Friday 8am - 9am
Mobile Phone onsite during opening hours
only 0431 001 260
Devon Clothing Head Office
08 8350 7900

*NEW UNIFORM ADDITION*
Chino Pants - $47.00
Boys sizes 72R –127R
Girls sizes 6 –26

Changed Details?
Please provide the school with your new
contact details immediately so we can update
our records as you may not be receiving
important information by email, phone, or post.

Student Absences
Parents / Caregivers - Please contact the
school on the morning of your child’s absence
and put a note in their diary. Thank you.

 Student name and current date
 A date for review - approximately 2 weeks from when the warning
was issued to allow students/parents enough time to indicate
progress
 Payment plan procedure for students needing uniform items.
 Space for parents to sign and acknowledge information, and to
record any necessary comments.
The school’s uniform policy is also available on the PGHS website,
however there have been some amendments to this which will hopefully
support
students better in meeting the expected standard. Below is
a list of some of the main areas for clarification:
Hoodies/jumpers underneath PGHS polos – now acceptable
provided they are the same colour as the school uniform (i.e.
white or navy – not black or grey). They must also have no
visible logos or brand names showing, and hoods must be
tucked in. All other items of clothing worn on top must be
school issued.
Active wear/leggings – Not allowed under any circumstances,
however if they require them for Physical Education or Dance,
they can bring these to change into and then change back into
their school uniform after their lesson.
Pants/trackies - Only navy allowed. Small logos (i.e. Adidas or Nike
at the top) are acceptable, however patterns (i.e. three Adidas
stripes down the sides) and large logos are not allowed. Jeans
of any colour are not acceptable.
Hats - We will not be issuing warning slips to students wearing hats,
as we feel this is a matter of teacher preference. If a teacher
prefers no hats in class, the student is required to comply. In the
yard during lunch, recess and after school hats are always
acceptable.
School Tops - Students are required to wear either of the school
polo shirts and are permitted to wear tops for programs with
which the school is associated (Dream It, SAASTA etc.).
Shoes – They should be enclosed and school appropriate.
A text message has also been sent home to all parents at PGHS
informing them of the process that is in place to support our students.
For any areas needing clarification please contact the school on
8258 9855.

WHOLE SCHOOL FREE BREAKFAST
MONDAYS, TUESDAYS &
FRIDAYS

On the B Floor from 8:00am - 8:30am
Bring your friends, enjoy good food,
warmth, music and each other’s
company!!

Stages of Improvement
The Department for Education has recently initiated a new school improvement model across the state, titled Stages of
Improvement. The improvement model is a significant contributor to our aspiration to build the best education system in
Australia.
At Parafield Gardens High School, we aspire for all students to have the knowledge, dispositions and ability to design, manage
and lead for a successful future. We will use the Department for Education’s model to guide our work in continuously improving
our teaching and learning practices.
The Stages of Improvement model has been a new approach to support schools to build upon and enhance the work we already
do to achieve improved outcomes for children and support growth for every child and young person.
A new quality school improvement planning cycle and tools have been developed to directly impact on improved learning
outcomes. This includes literacy and numeracy guidebooks, designed to support high-quality decision making from leaders and
high-quality teaching.
Our school is currently working towards establishing the main foci for improvement from 2019 and beyond. As such, these will
be focussed on the following areas:


Literacy improvement, particularly in year 8 and 10



Numeracy improvement, particularly in year 8 and 10



Stage 2 (year 12) SACE improvement, particularly supporting students to improve their grades from the ‘C’ band
to ‘B’ band and above.

We aim to have a framework available by the end of this year and will be guided by our School Improvement team and
Governing Council. The Governing Council would appreciate any suggestions on our school’s continuous improvement. These
can be made to governing council chair, Kylie Grenfell.
Nick Zissopoulos
Deputy Principal

SRC Clean up day
The members of the Environmental
Committee in SRC organised a day in which
the school would go out in the yards and
clean up the school by picking up all the
rubbish around the school. Each home group
was given a different zone and would
compete with one another to see which zone
was the cleanest. The cleanest zone was
awarded for their efforts, this year 8A and 8B
had the cleanest zones! This initiative is to
slowly change the culture
around the school to
encourage students to
have school pride by
keeping the yard clean.
Written by Caitlin,
SRC Captain

Student Early pickup or
Departure
If your child needs to be picked up
early from school or leave early for
an appointment, please place a note
in your child’s diary so the class
teacher can be informed of this early
departure. The teacher will send the
student to Student Services to sign
out in time for them to leave early.

News from Aboriginal Education
It is a busy time with 2018 coming to a close but there are
also exciting things happening within Aboriginal Education.
This term we have thanked Vu Nguyen for his time as AET
and also welcome Dimitri back to the team as he continues
his good work for our young learners. The Aboriginal
Education team would like to wish our ASETO, Krystal
Childs, a safe and happy holiday and we look forward to
seeing her back later next year. In the meantime, PGHS
have been lucky enough to gain Jarrad Benbolt-Agius to
the team. Jarrad (pictured right) comes with a wide-range of skills both in the classroom
and out on the sporting field, he has made a fantastic start to his new role and
contributed well to the Aboriginal Education Team.
The SAASTA Shield is next week and the students will be competing hard in AFLX,
Basketball and Cricket, in an attempt to win the shield against the other academies. The
SAASTA WAA and AAFL Academy trials took place last week and rolled into the
weekend with the Next Generation carnival. We wish all of our students the best of luck
with being selected into such an elite program.
This week we paid our respects the brave men and women that lost their lives 100
years ago that ended the First World War at a Remembrance Day Assembly. A big
thankyou to Ashanti who did the acknowledgement of country, well done.
David King
Aboriginal Education Coordinator

Year 9 - English and Art
Voices on a Bridge
So you scream and you scream
Louder and louder
A banshee screaming
Sadder and sadder
On a creaking bridge you stand
Alone and lonelier
While the silence around you grows
Stonier and stonier
Under a bloodied sky that is lava hot
You ask yourself again
Is this real, is it not?
A tortured voice pleading
Enough is enough
You ask yourself again, what is hatred?
What is love?
They see nothing, they ask nothing
These strangers passing by
They never ask about the what
They care not about why
Written as a collaborative class project by students in
year 9 classes- 9B, 9C and 9D.

Artwork by Year 9 student’s. Students firstly looked at Vincent Van
Gogh's landscape paintings and did a study based on one of his
paintings. The next step involved creating their own painting using
a photograph of a landscape and painting it in Van Gogh's style.
Mr Carletti
Arts Coordinator

Inspiration for this poem was developed by firstly listening
to Don McLean’s song “Vincent” and showing students
the Starry Night painting. This was accompanied by information about his life and an analysis of the Lyrics.
The class then collaborated on writing a poem inspired by
Edvard Munch’s “The Scream”.
Mr Thomson
English teacher

Gaming Youth Forum
Community Access and Services SA (CASSA) invited our students to attend the Youth Gaming Forum on Tuesday, 30 th October
2018 and take part in a project to raise awareness of the risks involved in the excessive gaming, leading to gaming and internet
addictions. Facing increasing concerns among parents, educators and medical professionals, Flinders University’s Well Being
Centre contributed to the awareness program for high school students.
As a school we were able to bring 38 students to participate in the event, to become more informed about the risks and worries
concerning computer gaming and to build a better understanding of gaming addiction and ways to respond to these problems.
To involve students in the interactive activities, our hosts encouraged them to play Bingo (the ultimate interaction), offered a
fascinating presentation about gaming addiction strictly relative to gambling (Ben Riley from Well Being Centre of the Flinders
University) as well as presented various techniques and tricks of the gaming industry.
Students, working in groups, analysed various aspects of gaming: the
good, not so good and possible risks. With the good, they identified
gaming’s entertaining qualities such as socialising, co-operating and
having fun. Positive aspects of gaming also included developing
creativity, improving reaction time and motor skills and hand-eye
coordination. Furthermore students valued gaming activity as a stress
relief and highlighted that when facing challenges in life; gaming can be
an escape from reality.
Despite some recognised benefits of gaming, there are also a lot of
negative attributes of this activity that involved:
 Waste of time
 Possibility of future gambling
 Negative effects on social aspects of people’s lives
 Gaming often leads to an addiction
Addiction is a very real risk for young people who like gaming. In time
they may start procrastinating, developing negative habits like sleeping
late, not getting work done, losing track of time and being less aware of
social surroundings. It leads to many youngsters becoming isolated and
losing touch with reality. As a consequence, many young people risk
experiencing mental health issues deriving from gaming addiction.
Two of our students participating in this Forum, Aidan and Mercy, recreated and shared
with the PGHS staff the various opinions and points of view about gaming among
students who attended the Gaming Forum. By sharing a dialogue about gaming pros and
cons, both play specific characters, such as a gamer (Aiden) and a concerned
non-gamer (Mercy) using direct quotations voicing our participants’ views:
A. I play if I feel like I need to…
M. What does it mean? What if you feel you need to play when you should, for example,
do your school work?
A. Of course, I choose to play my game and procrastinate the rest.
M. So, how many hours daily, do you play?
A. Me? Well, 3 to 5 hours. That’s not a lot. Some of my friends play longer.
M. How do you find time to do all you need to do, when you constantly play your games?
What about your school work?
A. I do school work, just at the last minute. I am trying to change, to be more organised…
M. And?
A. I don’t like to have a time schedule, because it will interrupt my gaming time.
M. But I am talking about a schedule. Put some time limit to your gaming and you will find out that you have more time to do other
things.
A. I have enough time, thank you very much. If I need more time I don’t need to sleep.
M. What about a balance in organising your life. Set time limit, for gaming, follow the routine, play on weekends or during holidays
only…
A. What? I do not need to listen to you or any other “good wishing person”.
M. What about considering your loved ones who are worrying about your mental and physical health. Please, consider their
opinions…
A. No one can make me! I will do what I want to do!!!
We are aware that gaming is becoming a huge social and educational problem and the effects of video game addiction were
officially classified as a mental condition. The problem is very serious when gaming behaviour interrupts students’ daily life cycle
such as attending school, sleeping patterns or any other social activities and family or social life.
As educators we would like to raise awareness of the risks involved in excessive gaming, leading to gaming addictions. Let’s start
the conversation.
Krystyna Haba
EALD teacher

We welcome all new students to purchase their uniform requirements for 2019
Please attend one of the following Fitting Days:-

Monday, 3rd December 2018 or

Dates :

Tuesday 4th December 2018
Time :

2.30pm – 4.00pm

Venue :

PARAFIELD GARDENS HIGH SCHOOL
15 SHEPHERDSON ROAD
PARAFIELD GARDENS, SA 5107

Contact :

0431 001 260

Email :

parafieldgdnsus@devonclothing.com.au

Payment options :





Cash, Visa, Mastercard,or ZipPay
Pay in full on the day
Pay 20% of order as a deposit, (if total is over $250)
Pay a minimum of $50 as a deposit, (if total is under $250)



Allowance will be made for anticipated growth. Should any items not fit at commencement of Term 1, 2019 they
may be exchanged provided they are unworn, unwashed, not named, with swing tags in-tact and accompanied
by original receipt.



If any uniform item is not available at the fitting appointment, it will be placed on order with a deposit required, or
payment in full if preferred. Once the stock arrives, you will be notified.



Please collect within 2 weeks following notification that your order is complete.
Online ordering is available 24/7 – see School website or use the link below
http://onlineshop.devonclothing.com.au/pfghs

Uniform Shop Hours (Term 4)

T/A South Australian Government Schools
CRICOS PN 00018A

Monday

8.00am – 9.00am

Tuesday

8.00am – 9.00am

Friday

8.00am – 9.00am

