DayMap Parent Portal

NEWSLETTER

Through Parent Portal all parents are able to access their child’s time table, attendance and real time progress in each of their
classes. We believe that Parent Portal is a crucial online tool for Parafield Gardens High School parents to communicate with
teachers and engage in their child’s progress at school.
The key information available to parents is:
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Assignments with set and due date
Homework tasks
Real-time attendance
Monitoring your students’ progress
Improved communication with families
We believe this access will improve the parent teacher partnership and increase student accountability in achieving the learning
goals they discuss with you.
You will need to have an internet connection at home to access the Parent Portal. The Parent Portal uses your personal e-mail
address as a user name. Therefore the school needs to have parent’s current/active e-mail address.
To Login please follow the steps below
Go to http://pghs.sa.edu.au/

Calendar
March 12th
Adelaide Cup - Public
Holiday
March 13th
Year 8 Boys & Girls
Immunisations

Click onto the PORTALS tab and select Daymap Parent Portal
The following screen will display

March 20th to 24th
Harmony Week
March 28th
NEP Night
March 30th
Good Friday - Public Holiday
April 2nd
Easter Monday - Public
Holiday
April 4th
Open Night 6:00pm-8:00pm
April 9th to11th
Year 8 Camp - 8A, 8B, 8C &
8D

Mandeep Kaur
ICT Coordinator

April 11th to 13th
Year 8 Camp - 8E, 8F, & 8G

2018 School Term Dates
Term 1:
Monday 29th January to Friday 13th April
Term 2:
Monday 30th April to Friday 6th July
Term 3:
Monday 23rd July to Friday 28th September
Term 4:
Monday 15th October to Friday 14th December

SA
SA Dental
Dental Service
Service

April 13th
Last Day of Term 1
Dismissal at 2:05pm

2017 NASSSA VET Awards

Principal’s Message

The NASSSA VET Student of the Year
Awards recognise students who have
demonstrated exceptional skill, commitment
and/or achievement while undertaking a
NASSSA Vocational Education and Training
(VET) in Schools program or a School Based
Apprenticeship.
2017 was a very successful year for Parafield
Gardens High School with 10 students
receiving awards for outstanding achievement
and commitment to their chosen course at the
2017 NASSSA VET Awards.
Jake : Certificate II in Engineering and
Industry Area Award for Engineering
Seng : Certificate III in Engineering
Jared : Certificate III in Micro Business Operations, Industry Area Award for IT & Business
and NASSSA VET Student of the Year 2017
Belinda : Certificate I in Animal Studies
Tu Tung : Certificate II in Automotive
Daniel : Certificate I in Construction
Lachlan : Certificate II in Electro Technology
May : Certificate III in Early Childhood Education and Care
Antonina : Certificate II in Food Processing
Isabella : Certificate II in Music Industry
Nikita : Certificate II in Sport and Recreation

Recently we held two successful parent nights,
one for our Aboriginal families and one for
families new to the school. We appreciate the
excellent turnout at these events. The opportunity
to view the school and meet teachers face to face
helps build relationships that supports students. If
you were not able to attend please contact us and
we can arrange a visit and meeting with you.
Our 3 year plan for school improvement has 4
sections; improving the capacity of our students to
be better learners; improving the capacity of our
teachers to be better teachers; building a school
culture of continuous improvement (Learning
Plans for all students, using data, working
collaboratively, etc) and; improving our school
systems (policies, communication, timetable, etc).
We call our 3 year plan our ‘3 year Strategic
Action Plan’.
In 2018 we’ll focus on Literacy and
communications within the above framework. So
we’ll teach our students how to improve their
literacy, train our staff to improve literacy
teaching, analyse and use literacy data and write
a new site literacy policy (agreement). We call our
1 year plan for 2018 a ‘Site Improvement Plan’.
Both of these documents will be posted on our
website when approved by DECD.
This week staff started work on the design of a
student learning plan that will include (secure)
student learning information, achievements, short
and long term learning goals, possible career
targets and space for families to monitor student
progress. Students are being consulted and there
will be a presentation to Governing Council. We
will arrange for further information to be available
in the newsletter and on our web site, as it begins
to take shape. We have also designed new
learning supports for students needing support
with Literacy and Numeracy, and have a new
program to support our high achieving students.
Our STEM buildings works have commenced and
the driveway has become more congested.
Please consider not driving into the school
grounds to collect students, with side streets and
Salisbury Highway being only short walks. We are
excited about a further $10m being spent on our
school in coming years. Our assets

2017 NASSSA VET Student of the
Year Award
Our Year 12 student, Jared, won the 2017
NASSSA VET Student of the Year Award. He
successfully completed a Cert III in Micro Business Operations and made the most of every
opportunity with a fantastic work ethic. Jared
overcame many personal obstacles to show a
great understanding of all the elements required
to run a small business - we wish him well if he
continues his venture as a young entrepreneur!
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Ph: (08) 8258 9855
Department for Education and Child Development T/A
South Australian Schools CRICOS PN 00018A

15 Shepherdson Road, Parafield Gardens SA 5107
www.facebook.com/pghsadelaide

E-Learning at Parafield Gardens High School

Principal’s message continued
...committee are considering top floor classroom upgrades,
new music and home economics facilities and a combined
gym/arts performance space.
Thank you to all the parents and staff who attended our AGM.
We have a great new Governing Council led by Kylie
Grenfell and I am sure they will be very proactive in
ensuring the continuous improvement of our school. Thank
you also to all the students, volunteers and staff who made

sports day so successful under Hieu Nguyen’s leadership
and congratulations to Kirby on their
achievement.

1 = not useful at all
5 = significantly useful

Thank you
Martin Lippett
Principal

News from Aboriginal Education
Aboriginal Education staff have been managing a significant intake of new enrolments, undertaking education checks for literacy
and numeracy as well as running individual meetings for student’s Individual Learning Plans (ILP’s).
Aboriginal enrolments for 2018 started with just over 30 students and
have now increased to almost 50 students. The increase in students have
come from the middle and senior years from a variety of surrounding
schools or new families to the area. We welcome all the new students
and their families to our PGHS community.
Students in years 8-10 are participating in the South Australian Spelling
Test (SAST) throughout this term to support the Aboriginal Education
team with their spelling and other literacy requirements.
ILP’s are currently in the process of getting signed, if you did not attend
our ILP night or have not visited the school this year please come in and
discuss your child’s/children’s learning goals and the strategies the staff
have in place to support them. To ensure you see one of the Aboriginal
Education Staff please visit via the front office.
SAASTA students have been busy looking at contemporary issues
surrounding Aboriginal people, completing workshops run by Port Adelaide
Football Club and are currently in the process of designing their Aboriginal
Power Cup Guernsey. The selected Guernsey will get made and students will
wear it when competing against other academies around South Australia in
June at Alberton Oval. All students successfully completed their diary entry
after participating in a role play about Aboriginal history over the past 200
years. Well done on a great start to the PGHS SAASTA students.
Lastly, the Aboriginal Education team like to keep in contact with all parents/
caregivers, if you have changed any details; address or phone number please
let us know as soon as possible so we can keep you to date!
Every Monday the Aboriginal Education office is open for parents/
caregivers from 9am-10am.

National Sorry Day
On the 13th of February, nine of our students ranging from year ten
to year twelve travelled into the city to recognise the 10th

Staff Survey
From this graph, it is clear that the introduction of Google Classroom has had a significant impact on teaching practices with
approximately 86% indicating a positive trend.

Overall, staff have stated that Google Apps has had a positive impact on their teaching and are useful. However, there is always
room for improvement including writing more guidelines, expanding our usage of the app range, sharing examples of best practice
and supporting staff through PD opportunities based on current research.
Next Step – We strongly believe that Google Classroom will be an effective tool for parent communication particularly
regarding student progress.
Action - Communicate with Guardians for students’ progress using Google Classroom
At PGHS we are in the process of inviting Parents/Guardian to their Child’s Classroom. This will allow parents to receive
regular emails about their student’s work and classes. These emails, known as guardian email summaries,
include
information about missing work, upcoming work, and class activity. You will receive a letter when we officially
start this process as currently the process is under testing mode by our key teachers.
We look forward to your support to ensure our school continues to lead innovative practice and change in our region. We
welcome your feedback.
Mandeep Kaur
ICT Coordinator

Anniversary of the Sorry Day Apology to the Stolen Generation.
This event started with a walk from Victoria Square to Veale
Gardens honouring the Stolen Generation. Learn, share, respect
and heal were the four key messages for the day.

WHOLE SCHOOL FREE BREAKFAST
MONDAYS & FRIDAYS

Australia’s Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd, lodged a motion in

On the B Floor from 8:00am - 8:30am

parliament on February 13th, 2008, apologizing to Australia's

Bring your friends, enjoy good food,
warmth, music and each other’s company!!

Changed Details?
Please provide the school with your new contact details
immediately so we can update our records as you may not
be receiving important information by email, phone, or
post.

Indigenous people. Especially to the Stolen Generation, families
and communities, for the laws and policies that inflicted life
changing grief, suffering and loss.
Renae Year 11 student

Student Absences
Parents / Caregivers - Please contact the school on the
morning of your child’s absence and put a note in their
diary. Thank you.

E-Learning
at Parafield
Gardens
High School
Principal’s
message
continued

Year 11 Scientific Studies - Forensic Science

We are very proud of the progress we have made in E – Learning particularly in the past year with the implementation of 1:1
devices and the sharing of best practice with leaders from other schools regarding the implementation of GSuite. Our teachers,
enthusiasm and hard work made this program possible and we look forward to expanding this pathway in the future.
The 2017 academic year was a very successful year and we endeavour to implement new initiatives in 2018. Staff & student
surveys were conducted in October 2017 to measure the effectiveness and receive valuable feedback about our initial
introduction of Google Classroom. We would like to share the findings with our PGHS community:
Student Survey (282 responses out of 900 students, approximately 30%)

This semester we have 40 year 11

Payment Options:
 Complete a School Card 2018 Application
*If you were eligible in 2017 you must apply for
this year, at this school.
Please return your
application form as a matter of urgency.

students enrolled in Scientific Studies.
There are a number of different ways in
which Scientific Studies can be taught,






however, Parafield Gardens has taken a
Forensic Science approach. Throughout

1 = very little impact
5 = a significant impact

the first half of term 1 students have
worked

hard to gain a deep

crime scene investigation. Students have
studied fingerprinting, blood types and
currently

working on an investigation to

determine whether the drop height of

Credit Card via telephone/mail
Internet Banking via www.pghs.sa.edu.au
Cash/Cheque/Money Order/EFTPOS
Complete a Centrepay Application
(direct debit from Centrelink Payments)

Please contact Mrs Dianne Hill to arrange one of the above
payment options. Phone: 8258 9855

understanding of the fundamentals of

blood spatter/patterns. Students are

URGENT! UNPAID SCHOOL FEES

Mya (left) and Kasey (right)
precisely dropping blood drops
onto paper for further analysis

School fees are compulsory and represent costs for
materials and services that are provided for your child(ren)
to undertake the fundamental elements of educational
courses.
Martin Lippett
Principal

blood impacts the size of the blood spot. Students were given three
synthetic blood spots, dropped from three
different heights, and asked to investigate

From this graph, it is clear that the introduction of Google Classroom has had a significant impact on student learning with
approximately 88% indicating a positive trend

the height that they were dropped from. As
practising forensic scientists, students
designed and carried out individual experiments. Students dropped synthetic blood
from a number of different heights, collected
data by measuring the width of the blood
spot, and are currently analysing and
interpreting the results. Once results have
been analysed students will be able to
Vincent (left), Rance (middle),
and Gabriel (right) deciding
whether another blood sample is needed.

National Sorry Day

It is clear from this graph that many teachers are using some form of Google Apps with the class which demonstrates that the
initial implementation stage of Google Chromebook has been quite successful. Our aim is that all teachers will use Google Apps
with their classes in 2018 and beyond.

hypothesise the movement of the ‘victim’
inside the ‘crime scene’ using supporting
evidence from theirinvestigation.
Chris Altmann, Forensic Science teacher

Cycle of Change
The Cycle of Change program is a series of workshops designed to support your future study or employment, while also
undertaking BMX riding and project based activities. Gain SACE points and allow yourself to imagine new opportunities in your life
and future career pathway.
“I am proud to be a part of this much needed program. Cycle of change has
proven to allow young people to change their pathway in life by exploring new
possibilities. Our participants started as students and ended up as part of a
team! My favourite part about graduation was having most of the students ask
if they can do the program again next year!”

Marisa Kemp, Cycle of Change- Facilitator
Most of the criteria above indicate that Google Apps has had a positive impact particularly regarding feedback, independent
learning, sharing information and communication which were key objectives of this initiative. We are working on improving collaboration and differentiation using Google Classroom and look forward to all staff input and examples to share the best practise.

If interested in joining this exciting program, there is a Term 2 intake. Please
contact Mr Ganiaris for more information.

STEM Works Update

VET at Parafield Gardens High School
In 2018 Parafield Gardens High School has 165 students undertaking some form of
Vocational Education & Training (VET) qualification. VET is industry specific training
providing students with national qualifications that can be obtained while the student
is still at school. Some pathways you can explore through VET include:

Agricultural

Automotive

Construction

Electrotechnology

Engineering & Construction

Hairdressing & Make-up

Health & Community Services

Hospitality & Food Processing

Information Technology & Business

Music & Multimedia

Sport, Fitness & Recreation

Transport

Aboriginal Program
As a school we offer 8 VET qualifications internally and have access to another 60 VET qualifications through our NASSSA
partnership. If your child is interested in undertaking a VET qualification, please contact Mr.Ganiaris.

Intercultural Parent Information Session
On Friday the 2nd of March 2018, our school hosted an information session for parents of students from Middle Eastern
background. The session about teenagers’ development and behaviour was conducted by Jian Ali, Community Liaison Officer. It
provided additional tools to assist parents in managing their

The demolition work has well and truly started in our C floor, the science laboratories and maths classrooms. The McMahons
team have begun knocking down walls and generally clearing all existing materials. This will take a few weeks.
The plan from there is to completely refurbish the space from floor to ceiling to give us “state of the art” facilities in which we learn
and teach cooperatively.
These works have commenced quite smoothly so far and we thank you very much for the level of patience that has been shown
by parents, students and staff as our exciting renovation commences.
Regards,
Mike George
Deputy Principal

Science
In year 8 science, students have been learning about different types of cells that make up a variety of living organisms, such as
animal cells, plant cells, bacterial cells and fungal cells. Students have also looked at some specimens under a microscope,
including their own hair! Did you know; to scale, plant cells would be about 100m, animals cells about 30m, bacterial cells would
be 1m and a virus only 10cm!
“In my opinion I think the cell mutations and stem cells are very interesting to
learn about,” Alicia.

adolescent children, providing strategies and solutions.
Eleven parents attended this event. Dealing with angry teens,
understanding the reasons, the need to establish boundaries and
a teen torn between two worlds were primary topics to discuss with
visiting parents. Some shared their concerns and struggles with
their children’s behaviour and welcomed our initiative to address
those problems and work collaboratively to overcome possible
crises.
The next session will be held on Tuesday, the 24th of April
Jasmin, Stella, Ashley, and Alicia yeast cell poster

2018, between 12.00 to 2.00 p.m. (week 2 of school holidays).

Raquelle and Tia testing their seismometer.

On behalf of Intercultural Committee
Sothea Lam and Krystyna Haba

Library

Uniform Shop Opening Hours

There has recently been an influx of students needing to
charge their Chromebooks in the library during class
time. Can you please ensure laptops are sufficiently
charged at home as the library can only charge a small
amount of laptops at a time.

Rowing Team Try Outs
Mawson Boat Club are holding try outs for their rowing team on
Sunday 11th March. There is also a learn to row program beginning
on Sunday 25th March. If you are interested in attending either of
these sessions please contact Mawsonbcgmail.com or phone
0419854371

Trading Hours
Terms 1 & 4
Every Monday 8am - 9am
Every Tuesday 8am - 9am
Every Friday 8am - 9am
Mobile Phone onsite during opening hours only 0431
001260
Devon Clothing Head Office 08 8350 7900

In year 9 science, students have been discovering how a variety of natural disasters occur, such as earthquakes, tsunamis, and
volcanoes. Students have also learnt about the richter scale and have made seismometers out of household materials to simulate
earthquakes of different magnitudes! Did you know; the reason Australia does not have many severe earthquakes is because no
tectonic plate boundaries run through Australia?
“I have enjoyed learning about tectonic plates and how
volcanoes are made and how earthquakes happen,” Abraham.

In year 10 science, students have been discovering many facts
about the periodic table, by creating their own large poster.
Students have also worked collaboratively as a class to learn
the order of the first 20 elements, and have also investigated
how different elements react together to produce a variety of
chemical reactions. Did you know; when iron or steel is
galvanised, it is coated with a thin layer of zinc which acts as a
sacrificial metal to keep the iron or steel from rusting?
“Something interesting I found out this year is that glow sticks
have thin glass inside and in order to glow you have to break
the glass,” Hleih.
Courtney, Merhawit, Alisha, Nasreen, and Kira-lee presenting the periodic table.

