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Humanities Farm Excursion

Newsletter

On Wednesday 12th November, Humanities students
from 9G and 9F went on a Geography / Economics
excursion to a farm as part of the unit on Biomes and
Economics. This farm located in Two Wells and owned
by Mr Kapiris, of Kapiris Bros., is an excellent
example of intensive agriculture, specialising in
hothouse tomatoes grown in the ground and
hydroponically.

knowledge to help them with their practical report
[25%], which is the final task for this semester.
Thank you to the students who were exemplary and
represented the school most positively, thank you to
Ms Giulianetti and Ms Aguarino and of course Mr Kapiris for giving the students this unique learning opportunity.
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Students gained an insight into the stages involved in
growing this crop and the extent of the farm
operations. They looked at the hothouses, computer
systems, water storage facilities, processing, sorting
and packing sheds as they were personally guided
around the property by Mr Kapiris. They were then
treated to drinks at Hungry Jacks, compliments of the
farm owner. We were all surprised to find out that,
fittingly, this farm has the national contract to supply
tomatoes to all the Hungry Jacks stores — one of the
final stages in this farm’s operations.

Maria Rologas
Humanities
Teacher

Monday, January 19th,
Tuesday, January 20th &
Wednesday, January 21st
School Fees & Uniform
Shop Open 9am - 3pm

Monday, January 26th
Australia Day
Public Holiday
Tuesday, January 27th
Student Free Day
Wednesday, January 28th
Term 1 Commences

The Face of PACE
Vinnie Lioi entered the PACE program at Parafield
Gardens High School in 2012 and graduated from the
course in 2014. When you look at Vinnie and his
father Joe, you are looking at a success story.
Next year Vinnie will become a full partner in his
father Joe’s roofing business. This means that Vinnie
will, in the near future, be owning and running his own
business.
Joe has carefully mentored Vinnie so that he is able
to carry out any job required of a roofer. Vinnie can
provide customers with detailed estimates and quotes
on work they want done. He can erect fences, build
carports and verandas and perform maintenance
work on all types of roofs and gutters, be they residential, commercial or industrial.
Joe has passed on to Vinnie a strong work ethic; or,
as he puts it, “the want to get things done.” He has
impressed upon Vinnie the value of taking pride in
your work and has shown him the satisfaction that
accompanies being a good craftsman. At a time when

youth employment is a serious problem facing the
state, Vinnie Lioi has the world at his feet.
All of this did not happen by accident. Vinnie’s father
has been behind Vinnie. The resources available to
him in the PACE program have been behind Vinnie.
But, most importantly , Vinnie has been behind
Vinnie. He backed himself.
Vinnie has not left us entirely. Next year we have
invited him back to PGHS to speak to the students in
the PACE program about his experiences.

February 11th
New Parent Night
6pm-7:45pm

Don Anderson
(PACE Manager)
James Thomson
Matthew Carter

April 3rd to 6th
Easter Weekend

March 4th
Sports Day
March 9th
Adelaide Cup Day Holiday
March 16th to 20th
Harmony Week

April 8th
Open Night

Vinnie Lioi (left) and his father Joe Lioi

students, parents and staff has been very
positive.

Principal’s Message …

Thursday, January 22nd
School Fees & Uniform
Shop Open 10am - 2pm

Despite the heat, both in and out of the hothouses, the
students enjoyed themselves and gained valuable
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April 10th
Last Day of Term 1
Dismissal at 2:05pm
Reports Posted Home

Our teachers and students ‘doing everything
it takes and achieving outstanding results’
Once again has been a busy and
term. Students have been involved
range of extra-curricular activities
quality learning opportunities,
outstanding results.

rewarding
in a wide
and high
achieving

During this term our teachers offered a
number of extended sessions / workshops for
the year 12 students. Extra after school
lessons, tutorials and guided homework
sessions have been facilitated.
A number of dedicated senior students have
also been supporting and mentoring each
other, each afternoon, after school with their
studies. The study groups they have initiated
have had enormous benefit with peers learning
from peers……….
Both the teacher and student driven sessions
have provided extensive support for every
student in their final preparation for exams and
in the completion of final assignments. Our
teachers, once again have shown their
absolute commitment and dedication to
their students, above and beyond what could
possibly be expected.
So, on behalf of the students and you, the
Parents and Caregivers, I openheartedly thank
those teachers and student mentors; we will
all wait with anticipation for both the students’
individual and collective final SACE results. I
have been advised that they will be our best
yet!!
Year 8 & 9 Panel Presentations
All our year 8 & 9 students have completed
their panel presentations this week. The
opportunity for students to articulate and
present their learning, their interests and
aspirations to a panel is great preparation for
the Personal Learning Plan (SACE subject in
year 10) and potential job interviews they may
have in the near future. Initial feedback from

World Challenge – Expedition to Fiji
Ten of our students along with 2 of our
teachers, Ms Jenna English and Mr Matt Carter
left on Saturday 29th November on their 4 week
expedition to Fiji. The participants have been
preparing for this trip for the past 18 months and
are now finally overseas. I have received an
initial email from Jenna, here is a brief overview
of what wonderful things they have been doing:
We have spent the first few days in Nadi at a
backpackers right on the beach! Students have
got to know each other, went swimming, did
some food shopping, budgeting and cooking
and learnt about their roles on the expedition.
We then stayed at an eco-rainforest lodge and
went on our first trek. The students were able to
swim at the top of the forest under a waterfall
and in the afternoon we went into the capital of
Fiji, Suva. One of our students suggested that
we visit the museum which turned out to be
fascinating as we learnt about the country’s
history on settlement, cannibalism and they
were also featuring information about the role of
Fiji in WW1.
What wonderful opportunities our students have
access to at PGHS. We are looking forward to
hearing from the students and teachers upon
their return.
Finally as the year 12 students now move on to
fulfilling their post school aspirations, I would
like to acknowledge the many positive and
valuable contributions they have made to
Parafield Gardens High School during their time
here. The successful completion of year 12 for
each student is indeed a great achievement and
one of which they should be justly proud. I wish
all the students the best in their future
endeavours; please keep in touch; your
teachers would love to hear
how you are going.
Nanette van Ruiten
Principal

Year 12 Farewell Breakfast

Celebrating Student Pathways at PGHS

The end of year celebrations continued as our year 12
students celebrated their official last day of school on
Monday 17th November.

the students anytime from year 8 through to year 12.
Watching them learn, grow and become valuable
members of our community is an honour in itself.

This day has continued to be both a joyous and
emotional event. Saying goodbye as our year 12
students embark on a new chapter of life was a very
proud moment for every teacher who has ever taught

The breakfast was followed by a whole school
assembly where our wonderful principal and her band
performed Masters Apprentices, ‘Because I Love you’,
for our year 12 students and their parents.

Pictures below are of our victorious
Certificate III in Warehousing
Maxima School-Based Trainee of the Year
Michael Bishop
Seen here with his employer Dale Wylie,
Operations Manager for A Gesture

2015 SCHOOL FEES
Parents/Caregivers will receive their 2015 school
fees package at the beginning of January. This
includes school fees information/opening times,
school card applications, uniform shop opening times,
stationery lists and Year 8 Camp information.

Normal Finance Office Opening Times
Monday to Friday
8:15am - 8:45am 10:35am - 10:55am
(for student payments)
Parents/Caregivers are welcome at any time!
Located to the right of Student Services

Changed details?
Congratulations Michael!

Australian Vocational Student Prize - $2000
Our school nominated four Vocational Educational Training
(VET) students from 2013 who achieved outstanding results in
their chosen course.
All four (only 3 pictured) students received the $2000 cash
prize.
Thank you to all the families who attended this special event.
We wish all our year 12 students the very best for the future and a fulfilled and happy life. Farewell.
Nick Zissopoulos
Head of Senior School

Angie Corbo
Year 12 and VET Coordinator
Corey Errington

Remembrance Day 2014
This year marked the centenary of the start of World War 1.
Australian soldiers left from Albany in Western Australia in
1914, to fight for motherland Britain in a cause they saw just .
The end of the war was on 11/11/18 and as a school we
honour and remember the sacrifice of the many soldiers,
men and women, who have served Australia during this war
and other wars during the 20th and 21st centuries. The
Remembrance Day assembly this year was poignant and
moving. The Flags were at half mast and the students, both
presenters and audience, showed due respect during the
ceremony, last post and 1-minute silence.
A special aspect of this year’s assembly was the Guard of
Honour formed by three Parafield Gardens High School
students who are currently Air Force Cadets. We thank them
for their service to the community and to the school.
Thank you to all who helped make this ceremony truly
memorable, the students, teachers and organisers.
Maria Rologas
Humanities teacher

Cody Hamlyn

Acacia Spiller

Australian Vocational Education (VET) students
Over 100 students participated in VET courses and school
based Apprenticeships/Traineeships during the 2014 year. Our
school celebrates the outstanding achievements of our
students as they complete Certificate courses related to their
individual pathways while completing their SACE.

‘Remembering the fallen.’
‘ LEST WE FORGET.’

Please provide the school with your new
contact details immediately so we can update
our records as you may not be receiving
important information by post or phone.
Phone: 8258 9855

Sammy D Foundation Gala Dinner
Four PGHS staff members attended the Gala
dinner on Saturday 8th November at Adelaide Oval
in support of the foundation. The foundation aims
to lead a change in youth culture through education
and mentoring and to promote opportunity and
leadership for ‘at risk’ young people. The Sammy D
Foundation works with our school offering training
in peer mentoring, impact presentations and team
building activities on Year 8 camp. We also work
with the foundation to deliver a Dream It Dance
program, which enables our students to work as
Peer Mentors at local primary schools, teaching
dance. Below is a photo with Brad Ebert, who is a
board member of the Sammy D Foundation.
Jenna English

The 2015 School Year begins
Wednesday, 28th January
Monday, 26th January is the
Australia Day Public Holiday
Tuesday, 27th January is a
Student Free Day

Above: (L-R) Theo Papazoglov, Kanchana Devi,
Brad Ebert, Jenna English and Mike George

